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	SUMMARY OF UNIT: Key Stage 1 Unit 1.2 Creation: Who made the world? 
Year 1 Autumn 1- 6 weeks
Building Blocks:
· God created the universe
· The Earth and everything in it are important to God
· God has a unique relationship with human beings as their Creator and Sustainer
· Humans should care for the world because it belongs to God

Beginning Activity: Spend some time experiencing nature. If possible, walk barefoot on grass or sand. Look closely at flowers and insects. Lie underneath some trees and watch the sunlight filter through the leaves. What words can pupils use to describe the experiences, and their feelings?

NB: It is important that children do not think that the world was definitely made in 6 days with a 7th day of rest (as being literal). Explain that some Christians will take this as literal while others interpret as poetry, metaphorical etc.


· When adapting lessons and activities to suit your children and abilities, also refer to the book ‘Stories about God’, RE Today pages 8-11


















	Planning for Learning
(Lesson Outcomes)
	Activity- Core Learning
	Assessment- (Blooms Skills)

Possible assessment activities

	Resources

	Retell the story of creation from Genesis 1:1–2.3 simply

Recognise that ‘Creation’ is the beginning of the ‘big story’ of the Bible.
	Give children images or objects of some created things eg, teddy bear, mobile phone, crusty bread. What might the person (the ‘creator’) who made these be like? Give them some words to think about, some that are likely, (for example, friendly, creative, clever), or less likely (small, angry, bearded). Does the maker of a teddy bear must be furry, the baker crusty, and the mobile phone-maker square? Why? 
 Look at some images (or objects) of the natural world (positive- eg, waterfall, flower, nature etc). If these have a creator, what might the creator be like? (for example, amazing, huge, strong, full of ideas, happy, magic.) Record the ideas to refer to later.

Introduce the story of Genesis 1. Set the scene: Here’s a story told by Jewish and Christian people about God. What is their response to the story — feelings, ideas, questions? Then focus on this question: what does the story tell us about what God is like? (For example: big, amazing, powerful, exciting, clever, patient.) 

Focus on the story and ensure that the children are able to retell, in order, the events of the days within the story. 
Show the children Ask the children to suggest key words for the story (two or three per day), draw them, and order them, so that they can practise retelling the story. Put these alongside some images for each day, recalling them each time you tell the story. 
Use pupils’ key words, or these suggestions for a very simple sequence activity- This can be recorded into books.
(Dependent on ability, chn can write in more detail about events of each ‘day’)
Ask the key question: Who made the world? The answer that Christians (and others) give is, ‘God did’. Not everyone thinks this, of course.
	Remembering
Understanding

Can the children:
· Retell the story in the correct order?
· Retell the story in their own words?
· Suggest words/adjectives to match the events of each day?
· Order images to put the events in the correct order?
· Explain who Christians believe made the world?
· Explain that the creation story appears in a book called Genesis and it is the beginning of the ‘Big Story’?

 
	www.biblegateway.com 
Teacher version
Lion’s Bible- children’s version
NB: It is important for teachers to read the full version so that they are aware of what information is missing from the children’s version
‘Picturing Creation’ –RE Today 

	Retell the story of creation from Genesis 1:1–2.3 simply

Recognise that ‘Creation’ is the beginning of the ‘big story’ of the Bible

Say what the story tells Christians about God, Creation and the world

Give at least one example of what Christians do to say thank you to God for the Creation


	Recap the story of Genesis 1 with the children- assess if they can recall and retell the events of the story (using prompts)
Introduce the ‘big story’ frieze and explain that this image shows the ‘Big Story’ of the Bible. Which part of the picture shows creation and how? (they will need to look closely!). Point out that ‘Creation’ is just the start of a ‘big story’ for the Bible and, Christians say, for humans too!

If God made the world, how should people live? Discuss this with the children and ask them for their reasons why. Explain that one way is by being thankful to God, the Creator. 
What do Christians believe that God has provided us with? : everything we need to survive (land, water, air, sunlight, food to grow, living animals and people). What do you think Christians think they should do to thank God for all of these gifts? :thank God above all, look after the earth, treat the earth and each other with respect etc. 
Explain that Christians think that God is so amazing that they want to praise God as well as thank him to say how wonderful they think he is!

Ask children to come up with some thank-you and praising sentences that Christians might say. They can use sentence-starters like ‘Creator God, thank you for… O God you are amazing because…’ Record these in books.

Ask the children if they can think of anything else that Christians might say thank you to God for? –families, friends, lives, belongings etc. Make a list of these to keep for display and scrapbook.
	Remembering
Understanding
Applying

Can the children:
· Provide examples of what Christians say thank you to God for in relation to Creation?
· Explain in their own words what Christians think about God as a creator (strong, caring etc)?
· Provide examples of how Christians say thank you to God?


	Image of the frieze

Thank you and praise sentence starters

Images of nature and creation (Picturing Christianity RE Today)



	Give at least one example of what Christians do to say thank you to God for the Creation

Think, talk and ask questions about living in an amazing world
	Show the children the verse Matthew 10:8, where Jesus said to his followers, ‘Freely you have received, freely give.’ (Keep this displayed in the classroom)- Link to Generosity (Prayer Corner)

Ask the children what they think this piece of scripture means?- Record ideas and responses, Q why the chn have these ideas and opinions (ensure that the chn understand that this is taken from the Bible but was not said at the time of creation because Jesus was not born then!)

Discuss the idea of giving with the children- Can you think of any examples of Christians giving to others? When we give to others? (school charity etc)
Can you think of a special time each year when Christians show thanks to God for creating the world and celebrate what God has given to them?- Harvest

Talk about how Christians might share the resources offered at harvest and find out what some churches do with their harvest offerings: for example, taking it into the community, or giving it to food banks. What does our school do, and why? 
How do Christians remember to be thankful to the Creator every day and not just at Harvest? One way is by saying ‘grace’ before meals. Look together at some grace prayers and discuss what Christians are saying thank you for in the prayers. Annotate the prayers with the chns ideas and use for assessment/scrapbook.
 What difference does it make if you say something every day? We are often told to say please and thank you. Why is that? 
Ask: If someone believes God made the world, what might they say about it? What might they say to this Creator/questions they might like to ask? Their comments might start with ‘I like… Thank you for... I wonder why... Please can you... It’s amazing that…’ Record these ideas on sticky notes and include them in a display
	Understanding
Applying

Can the children:
· Provide ideas as to what the passage of scripture might mean, drawing upon their own ideas and understanding?
· Explain different ways in which Christians might say thank you to God and how they can show this in their actions towards others?
· Pose their own questions to God about the world and creation?
· Provide possible answers to questions posed (understanding that God is beyond full understanding)?

	http://bobrogers.me/2013/10/25/blessing-the-foodways-to-say-grace-before-meals


	DIGGING DEEPER

Retell the story of creation from Genesis 1:1–2.3 simply

Say what the story tells Christians about God, Creation and the world

Give at least one example of what Christians do to say thank you to God for the Creation

Think, talk and ask questions about living in an amazing world

	Recall the creation story. Who can remember what happened on which days? Assess that the chn are able to recall the story in order with key points (simple recall but correct) 
Who can remember what this tells us about Christian (and Jewish) beliefs about God? Assess that the chn can draw upon knowledge taught in previous sessions to support their ideas and explanations- encourage them to draw upon examples of how they know/how Christians show this etc.

Show children some art inspired by Creation days 1 to 5 (some examples are given in Resources). 
What do you think the artist will paint for Day 6? Why do you think this? 
Do the paintings and then reveal the artists’ work. 
What are the differences that you can see between your art and the painting by the artist? Talk about the differences. Whose picture shows the excitement of creation best? 
Why does the week of creation end with God resting? God rests on the seventh day, not because he is tired, but because resting is such a great thing to do! What would it be like to be busy-busy all the time? Recall the experience of being busy — and resting. (Find some pictures of animals resting — they don’t do more work than they have to!)

Refer to the key question again: Who do Christians believe made the world? God. Why did God tell people to rest one day a week? It’s a way of looking after them so they don’t get worn out. It’s a way God cares for Creation. Look at the words God uses in Genesis 1:28: he tells humans to fill the earth, subdue it, and rule over the creatures.
What do you think this means? We humans have a special responsibility to look after God’s world!
	Remembering
Understanding
Applying
Creating

Can the children:
· Retell the story of creation and explain what this tells us about what Christians believe about God as creator?
· Provide ideas as to what the art work might be created to show day 6?
· Understand that Christians believe that God has given people a responsibility to look after the earth so they feel a responsibility for their actions?

	Some examples of art based on Genesis 1: • Jewish artist Jackie Olenick: ‘Breisheit’ (‘In The Beginning.’) https://kolaleph.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/ breisheit6panelsbright.jpg • Australian artist Caroline Street: www.carolinestreetart.com/blog/my-art-for-agood-cause • Judy Racz, another Australian artist: http://judyraczgallery.com/pages/spirituality/ gensis1.html

Or Picturing Creation RE Today

	DIGGING DEEPER

Give at least one example of what Christians do to say thank you to God for the Creation

Think, talk and ask questions about living in an amazing world
	Refer back to the idea from the previous lesson that Christians believe that God wishes humans to look after the earth and so with that comes certain responsibilities

Spend some time making something —a model (perhaps with Lego/playdough etc)  and show it to the children. Explain that you are extremely proud of it and that it is very special to you- then break it! Shock! 
Ask them how they feel about this model being broken- What do they think you, the creator, would feel like? 
Ask pupils to make their own playdough animal (take pictures for the scrapbook and assessment task)— and then squish it. Why does a creator want their creation looked after? 
Make the link with Christian ideas about the world as God’s creation. How would God feel to look at a world covered in litter and vandalised, with many trees cut down? What might make God happy about the world, and what might make God sad? 
Ask the children to help you make a list using two columns- things that God would be pleased about in the world and sad about- keep to refer back to.

Ask: What kind of things can Christians and others do to look after the world? Give some examples from A Rocha and Eco Churches (see notes on the Resources page). 
How important are these actions? Do you have to do big things to make a difference, or can small things help? 
Remind pupils about the key question: Who made the world? Christians say God did, and they show this in the way they thank God and try to look after the Earth. Make the link with the day of rest as one way that God looks after humans; so humans should look after the world.






	Remembering
Understanding
Applying


Can the children:
· Explain why Christians believe that they have a responsibility to look after the world?
· Explain how God might feel if he saw some of the bad things that were happening to the world today?
· Explain some of the ways that Christians look after the world?
· Understand that small actions are just as important as bigger actions when looking after the world?






NB: If you’ve made something, you don’t want someone else to mess it up. Not all pupils will believe that God created the world, but they should learn about the difference it makes to someone if they do believe it. Make sure that this opportunity for reflection is not just about recycling, but also about thankfulness to God.

	A Rocha: http://arocha.org.uk/ Eco Churches: Formerly called ‘Eco-congregations’, there are some good ideas in one of their free modules for schools and churches: http://ew.ecocongregation.org/ resources/module4

Playdough
Lego


	Assessment Tasks

	If God is the Creator, what rules might he give for how to look after the world? 
Ask pupils to make a list of rules or give them a selection and ask them to choose their top three. 
How good would these rules be, even if there is no Creator? 
If everyone followed these rules, what difference would it make to the world?
Which ideas are the best ideas, and why?
	Choose from the following assessment tasks:

Understanding
· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Children to write poems to explain what they understand about the Christian belief of how God created the world and the responsibility of Christians to look after the world? (Provide sentence starters)
Applying
· Allow children to go out into the natural environment and take photographs to enhance the meaning of their words. Create a collage to show their ideas and language relating to creation. 

Creating
Children to create a piece of art to show Christian beliefs about how the world was made and how it should be treated   


	


  
