RE teachers can make a real
difference!



In this keynote Deborah Weston will share her
experience of teaching religious education in
East London and of working locally and on the
national stage to influence the educational
experience of individual children, and public
policy. She will argue that the well-informed RE
specialist, especially in the current global
climate has vital knowledge and skills which
every senior leader and policy maker should
value.
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Religious Studies ‘A’ level continues to be popular with Universities

NATRE served the University of Oxford with a Freedom of Information request earlier this year and the response in February 2016 shows that RS A level continues to be
popular with Universities. This evidence is contrary to the myth that only facilitating subjects give students the best chance of admission, irrespective of the course of study.
NATRE released an explanation of the reason why this is a misinterpretation of the Russell Group publication, Informed Choices here

Percentage of students admitted to Oxford in 2015 to study PPE by A level subject
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In 2012, applicants to Oxford with A level Religious Studies made up 12.1% of those who were admitted to study English. This made the subject the 11" most popular
subject. In 2015, RS moved up to 9" place with 11% of those admitted having secured an A level in the subject.



Percentage of students admitted to Oxford in 2015 to study English by A level
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most popular subject. In 2015, RS moved up to 6™ place, overtaking French with more than 20% of those admitted having studied the A level.

In 2012, applicants to Oxford with A level Religious Studies made up 18.1% of those who were admitted to study English. This made the subject the A



Percentage of students admitted to Oxford in 2015 to study History by A level subject
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In 2012, applicants to Oxford with A level Religious Studies made up 13.8% of those who were admitted to study History. This made the subject the ot

most popular subject. In 2015, RS moved up to A place, overtaking Economics and French with 13.5% of those admitted having studied the A level.
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A window on the extremist narrative?

What might motivate young British
Muslims women to migrate to
Syria to join Islamic State?

Desire to defend the Muslim community

A binary world view: believers and unbelievers

Build the caliphate under an uncompromised Islamic Law

o . i Becoming
Clarity in a female role; carer, wife, mother Midlan?
Female Western

Belief that it is a Muslim duty to join a jihad Migrants to ISIS
The dream of a beautiful afterlife

ROSS FRENETT

Making a difference as a wife of a noble fighter

Belonging to a sisterhood

INSTITUTE
STRATEGIC DIALOGUE

Primary identity as a Muslim




Counter-Terrorism and Securities Act 2015

places a duty on certain bodies [including schools]

to have “due regard to the need to prevent people |ﬁ%eo\,emmem

from being drawn into terrorism”.

not just violent extremism but also non-violent Prevent Duty Guidance:
extremism, which can create an atmosphere for England and Wales

conducive to terrorism and can popularise views
which terrorists exploit.

Schools should be safe spaces in which children and in England and Wales on the duty
. . in the Counter-Terrorism and
young people can understand and discuss sensitive Security Act 2015 to have due
topics, including terrorism and the extremist ideas e
o from being drawn into terrorism.
that are part of terrorist ideology, and learn how to

challenge these ideas.

The Prevent duty is not intended to limit discussion
of these issues.

Bemmc!s sc'hools of existing duties to forbid poll'tlcal Counter-Terrorism and Securites Act

indoctrination and secure a balanced presentation 2015 Statutory Guidance —effective
. . . 1st July 2015

of political issues. (Education Act 1996)

Guidance for specified authorities
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Department
for Education

Religious studies

GCSE subject content

February 2015




MP support

The studerts recaved a huge Jevedl of suppert from
rumarcus MPs and Pardiamentanans throughout the
day. Many students wers able to meet their local MP and
tak through the issues the debate raised, whie some
groups were alzo taken on a towr through the Palace of
Wastminster with their local MP or stefi.

The final words of the debate came from the then Secretary
of State for Education Nicky Morgan MP, who came to
vist her constituents from Humphrey Perins School and
congratulate all the pupils on an excellent debate tacking
such complex issues.

Parfamentanans who came 1o the debate and/or mat with
their coratituents included:

* Darmnian Hinds MP + Tim Farron MP

* BenWalace MP * Vermon Coaker MP
* Edward Arger MP + Nio Dakin MP

* Nicky Morgan MP * Kate Hollern MP

« Nick Gibo MP + Nai Carmnichae! MP
* Jim Frzpatnck MP * Dawvid Gauks MP

« Steve Brine MP * Lucy Powdll MP

We would e 1o thank all the Parfomentanans who came
to the debate and/or met with the participating students
on the day and ask that they continue to support RE.

RE, when taught effactively and given an approprate
amount of cumculum time, can make a strong contrbution
to the aducation of all young people and improve social
cohesion. We balieve RE and religicus litaracy provides
an essential foundation for young pecple to engage
positively with their communities, understanding both the
increasingly mixad cultuml haritages in the UK and the
lives of their neighbours in the 215t cantury.

Flona Moss, Bathan Moss, Edward Argar MF, Molio Michal

Is RE
important
In schools
today?

A report from the
inaugural RE Youth
Debate 2016

ENATRE

i seluthsenl T
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RE

Religious Education Council
v of England and Wales
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NATRE

National Association of Teachers
of Religious Education



