
RE teachers can make a real 
difference!

Deborah Weston



In this keynote Deborah Weston will share her 
experience of teaching religious education in 
East London and of working locally and on the 
national stage to influence the educational 
experience of individual children, and public 
policy. She will argue that the well-informed RE 
specialist, especially in the current global 
climate has vital knowledge and skills which 
every senior leader and policy maker should 
value. 



children

school staff

parents and 
carers

senior 
leaders

public

local and 
national 

politicians 
(civil 

servants)

international 
stage





Religious Studies ‘A’ level continues to be popular with Universities   

NATRE served the University of Oxford with a Freedom of Information request earlier this year and the response in February 2016 shows that RS A level continues to be 

popular with Universities. This evidence is contrary to the myth that only facilitating subjects give students the best chance of admission, irrespective of the course of study. 

NATRE released an explanation of the reason why this is a misinterpretation of the Russell Group publication, Informed Choices here 

 

In 2012, applicants to Oxford with A level Religious Studies made up 12.1% of those who were admitted to study English. This made the subject the 11th most popular 

subject. In 2015, RS moved up to 9th place with 11% of those admitted having secured an A level in the subject. 
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Percentage of students admitted to Oxford in 2015 to study PPE by A level subject



 
In 2012, applicants to Oxford with A level Religious Studies made up 18.1% of those who were admitted to study English. This made the subject the 7th 

most popular subject. In 2015, RS moved up to 6th place, overtaking French with more than 20% of those admitted having studied the A level. 
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In 2012, applicants to Oxford with A level Religious Studies made up 13.8% of those who were admitted to study History. This made the subject the 9th 
most popular subject. In 2015, RS moved up to 7th place, overtaking Economics and French with 13.5% of those admitted having studied the A level.  

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80
H

IS
T

O
R

Y 
7

5
.3

E
N

G
LI

SH
 L

IT
E

R
A

T
U

R
E

 3
0

.9

H
IS

TO
R

Y 
A

 2
4.

7

M
A

TH
EM

A
TI

C
S 

24
.2

G
O

V
ER

N
M

EN
T 

&
 P

O
LI

TI
C

S 
2

0.
2

EN
G

LI
SH

 L
IT

ER
A

TU
R

E 
B

 1
5.

7

R
EL

IG
IO

U
S 

ST
U

D
IE

S 
1

3
.5

EC
O

N
O

M
IC

S 
12

.4

FR
EN

C
H

 1
2.

4

G
EO

G
R

A
P

H
Y 

1
0.

7

C
LA

SS
IC

S:
 L

A
TI

N
 7

.3

SP
A

N
IS

H
 7

.3

M
A

TH
EM

A
TI

C
S 

(M
EI

) 
6.

2

B
IO

LO
G

Y 
4.

5

E
N

G
LI

SH
 L

IT
E

R
A

T
U

R
E

 A
 4

.5

FU
R

TH
ER

 M
A

TH
EM

A
TI

C
S 

3
.9

C
H

EM
IS

TR
Y 

3.
4

P
H

IL
O

SO
P

H
Y 

3.
4

C
LA

SS
IC

A
L 

C
IV

IL
IS

A
TI

O
N

 2
.8

G
ER

M
A

N
 2

.8

C
H

EM
IS

TR
Y 

A
 2

.2

C
LA

SS
IC

S:
 C

LA
SS

IC
A

L 
C

IV
IL

IS
A

TI
O

N
…

G
O

V
ER

N
M

EN
T 

A
N

D
 P

O
LI

TI
C

S 
2

.2

LA
W

 2
.2

M
U

SI
C

 2
.2

P
H

YS
IC

S 
2.

2

SO
C

IO
LO

G
Y 

2.
2

P
H

YS
IC

S 
A

 1
.7

P
SY

C
H

O
LO

G
Y 

1.
7

P
SY

C
H

O
LO

G
Y

 A
 1

.7

A
R

T 
&

 D
ES

IG
N

 1
.1

C
LA

SS
IC

S:
 C

LA
SS

IC
A

L 
G

R
EE

K 
1.

1

D
R

A
M

A
 &

 T
H

EA
TR

E 
ST

U
D

IE
S 

1.
1

EN
G

LI
SH

 L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E 

&
…

EN
G

LI
SH

 L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E 

B
 1

.1

R
U

SS
IA

N
 1

.1

A
R

T 
&

 D
ES

IG
N

: F
IN

E 
A

R
T 

0.
6

B
U

SI
N

ES
S 

ST
U

D
IE

S 
0.

6

C
IT

IZ
E

N
SH

IP
 S

TU
D

IE
S 

0
.6

C
LA

SS
IC

S 
C

LA
SS

IC
A

L 
G

R
EE

K
 0

.6

C
R

IT
IC

A
L 

TH
IN

K
IN

G
 0

.6

EC
O

N
O

M
IC

S 
A

N
D

 B
U

SI
N

ES
S 

0.
6

EN
G

LI
SH

 L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E 

&
…

EN
G

LI
SH

 L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E 

A
 0

.6

E
N

G
LI

SH
 L

A
N

G
U

A
G

E
 A

N
D

…

FI
LM

 S
TU

D
IE

S 
0.

6

FU
R

TH
ER

 M
A

TH
EM

A
TI

C
S 

(M
EI

) 
0

.6

G
R

EE
K

 0
.6

IT
A

LI
A

N
 0

.6

LI
TE

R
A

TU
R

E 
IN

 E
N

G
LI

SH
 0

.6

M
ED

IA
 S

TU
D

IE
S 

0.
6

P
H

YS
IC

S 
B

 0
.6

P
SY

C
H

O
LO

G
Y 

B
 0

.6

W
EL

SH
 F

IR
ST

 L
A

N
G

U
A

G
E 

0.
6

Percentage of students admitted to Oxford in 2015 to study History by A level subject
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A window on the extremist narrative?

• Desire to defend the Muslim community

• A binary world view: believers and unbelievers

• Build the caliphate under an uncompromised Islamic Law

• Clarity in a female role; carer, wife, mother

• Belief that it is a Muslim duty to join a jihad

• The dream of a beautiful afterlife

• Making a difference as a wife of a noble fighter

• Belonging to a sisterhood

• Primary identity as a Muslim

What might motivate young British 
Muslims women to migrate to 
Syria to join Islamic State?



Counter-Terrorism and Securities Act 2015
• places a duty on certain bodies [including schools] 

to have “due regard to the need to prevent people 
from being drawn into terrorism”.

• not just violent extremism but also non-violent 
extremism, which can create an atmosphere 
conducive to terrorism and can popularise views 
which terrorists exploit.

• Schools should be safe spaces in which children and 
young people can understand and discuss sensitive 
topics, including terrorism and the extremist ideas 
that are part of terrorist ideology, and learn how to 
challenge these ideas.

• The Prevent duty is not intended to limit discussion 
of these issues. 

• Reminds schools of existing duties to forbid political 
indoctrination and secure a balanced presentation 
of political issues. (Education Act 1996)

Counter-Terrorism and Securities Act 
2015 Statutory Guidance –effective 
1st July 2015
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