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Source: http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/archbishop-romero-and-liberation-theology

Motto: Sentire cum Ecclesia “To Feel With the Church”

In his homilies and pastoral letters and on his radio broadcasts, Archbishop Romero condemned El Salvador’s oligarchy (at the time, El Salvador was ruled by “14 families,” a small class of Salvadoran lords who owned virtually all of the land) and violence (Salvadoran peasants at the time rose up against the feudal regime, demanding ownership of their land; the military responded with brutal repression).

His fourth and final letter on the “national crisis” of El Salvador condemned Marxism’s materialism: “Naturally, if one understands by Marxism a materialistic, atheistic ideology that is taken to explain the whole of human existence and gives a false interpretation of religion, then it is completely untenable by a Christian. … Understood in terms of political strategy, many use Marxism as a guide in the struggle for socio-political power. … Marxist political praxis can give rise to conflicts of conscience about the use of means and of methods not always in conformity with what the Gospel lays down as ethical for Christians.”

In his second letter, Romero wrote: “Although there have been different ways of stating the Church’s concern, it has always been to defend the rights of the individual in the use of material goods so that human beings may live with dignity.”
Summarise what Archbishop Oskar Romero says in 50 words:
















Mask 1: Match these quotes from Archbishop Oskar Romero to the vision statement on the Tolentino website:  http://www.tolentino.org.uk/
Whilst doing this task you can listen to the Panamanian musician Ruben Blade’s song “El Padre Antonio y el Monaguillo Andres”, which was inspired by Roero’s story.
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Liberation Theology: A case study of St Nicholas of Tolentino, Easton, Bristol

Task 2: Is this a reflection of the Christian message shown in these bible passages?

	Bible Quote
	Does the work of Archbishop Oskar Romero and St Nicholas of Tolentino in Easton reflect this message? If so how.

	
The Exodus story and the liberation of the people of Israel from oppression: 

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: “Let my people go, so that they may worship me.” (Exodus 9:1)

	

	
The Magnificat, with the announcement of a coming change: 

“He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.” (Luke 1:52-53)

	

	
Jesus’ denouncement of  the wealthy, including lawyers, Pharisees and the rich: 

“24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” (Matthew 19:24)


	

	
The requirement to treat all those in need as if they were God:

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” (Matthew 25:40)


	

	
The Resurrection, which is the ultimate form of liberation:

“40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” (John 6:40)

	

	
The Beatitudes are a kind of road map to liberation:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 5:3)

	

	Jesus Rejected at Nazareth
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him.21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
	

	
Paul’s letter to the Roman Community:

1.  "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes." (Romans. 10:4)
2. 
	

	
Paul’s letter to the Roman Community:

3. "But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace." (Romans 11:6)
4. 
	

	
Galatians, a letter from Paul to a number of Early Christian communities in Galatia:

"nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified." (Galatians: 2:16)

	




‘El Padre Antonio y el Monaguillo Andres’ Lyrics
 
Father Antonio Texeira came from Spain
Searching for new promises in this land.
He got to the jungle without any hope of becoming a bishop
and in spite of the heat and the mosquitoes he talked about Christ.

The priest didn’t  do well at the Vatican
among papers and air conditioned dreams,
so he went to a small town in the middle of nowhere to give his weekly sermon
for those in search for salvation.

Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh...

Andrés Eloy Pérez is 10 years - old
He attends  “Simon Bolívar “ elementary school
He still cannot recite the Holy Creed properly
he loves the river, playing soccer and playing hooky

He’s been given the task of altar boy at the Church
with the hope that this connection will “fix him”
and his family is very proud because they also believe
that once you have one connected to God, by default you connect them as well.

Bells are tolling one, two, three,
of Father Antonio and his altar boy Andrés
Bells are tolling again, oh oh oh,
of Father Antonio and his altar boy Andrés... Andrés.

The Priest condemns violence,
He knows by experience that is not a solution,
He speaks to them of love and justice,
the news of God shining through his sermon

War found the priest one Sunday, in mass
handing out communion with his sleeves rolled up
Half way through the Lord’s Prayer the killer came in
and without confessing his guilt fired at him

Antonio fell holy bread in hand and without knowing why
Andrés died at his side without ever meeting Pelé
and between the screams and the astonishment, agonizing 
was the wooden Christ nailed to the wall.
and no one ever knew who the criminal was
who killed Padre Antonio and his altar boy Andrés

But the bells still ring, one, two, three
for Father Antonio and his altar boy, Andrés

Chorus:
The bells are tolling

Soneos:
and Earth is going to shake
For our America
Oh Virgin Lady
Who will save us now?
Central American
Listen to them calling
For my sister land
People waking up
For Antonio and Andrés
Puente
Hear it again
People are celebrating
On our new way
Central American
Let’s go, their calling us
To celebrate
Our identity
Because people united
Will never be defeated
For a good priest
Arnulfo Romero
Of liberty
For our America


Task 3: Easter Vigil: A paschal candle[image: ]


For churches that celebrate the Easter Vigil on the night of Holy Saturday, the ceremonial lighting of the Paschal candle is one of the most solemn moments of the service.
On Maundy Thursday of the same week the entire church is darkened by extinguishing all candles and lamps. This represents the darkness of a world without God.
At the opening of the Easter Vigil a "new fire" is lit and blessed. The minister will trace the symbols on the Paschal candle, saying words similar to: "Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending. To Christ belongs all time and all the ages; to Christ belongs glory and dominion now and forever. Amen."
The Paschal candle is the first candle to be lit with a flame from this sacred fire, representing the light of Christ coming into the world. This represents the risen Christ, as a symbol of light (life) dispelling darkness (death). As it is lit, the minister may say words similar to: "The light of Christ, rising in Glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds."
At the end of the service the candle is blessed:
Accept this Easter candle,
a flame divided but undimmed,
a pillar of fire that glows to the honour of God.
(For it is fed by the holy melting wax, which the mother bee brought forth
to make this precious candle.)
Let it mingle with the lights of heaven
and continue bravely burning
to dispel the darkness of this night!
May the Morning Star which never sets
find this flame still burning:
Christ, that Morning Star,
who came back from the dead,
and shed his peaceful light on all humanity,
your Son, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
Why do you think St Nicholas of Tolentino is depicted on this paschal candle?
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"Each one of you has to
be God's microphone."

Archbishop Oscar Romero
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know that every effort
improve society, above
- all when society is so full of
injustice and sin, is an effort
that God blesses; that God
wants; that God demands
of us."

Archbishop Oscar Romero
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"Like a voice crying in the desert,
we must continually say, 'No' to
violence and 'Yes' to peace."

Archbishop Oscar Romero
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"We must save not the soul at
the hour of death but the
person living in history."
Archbishop Oscar Romero .
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"The Christian always
prefers peace to war."

Archbishop Oscar Romero
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. "Let my blood be a seed of freedom and
the sign that hope will soon be reality."
Archbishop Oscar Romero
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