
RELIGION AND WORLDVIEWS:  
THE WAY FORWARD 

                    A NEW NATIONAL PLAN FOR RE:  
RELIGION AND WORLDVIEWS 

 
     The Commission’s three-point plan is designed to retain high 

academic standards and prepare pupils for life in a world of  
great religion, belief and worldview diversity. 

 
1. A new vision, exploring the role that religious and non-religious 

worldviews play in all human life. To reflect this new and  
broader emphasis, CoRE proposed that RE’s name should  
be changed to Religion and Worldviews. 

 
2.    All pupils should have access to high quality teaching, whatever 

school they attend. CoRE proposed a National Entitlement to  
the study of Religion and Worldviews that should apply to all 

schools, providing a common vision and framework for  
schools to develop their own approach that best reflects  

their pupils’ and community’s needs and achieves  
high academic standards for all.  
 
3.   A significant investment should be made to ensure  

this new approach is properly supported.  CoRE’s 
recommendations would ensure provision of  
highly-qualified and knowledgeable teachers, and a 
significant role for local communities to work with 
schools and define the best local approach to meet  
the National Entitlement. 

WHY CHANGE? 
 
The Commission recommended the most  
significant changes for RE in 50 years. There are  
three important reasons why changes are necessary now: 
 
1. The growing diversity of religions, beliefs and  

worldviews in society today is vastly different to when  
the current RE teaching framework was established  
half a century ago. 

 
2. The variable quality of RE nationally means that there is  

no consistency to performance and outcomes. Sadly, some 
schools offer low quality lessons with very little RE content.  
Change is needed to ensure that this does not take place. 

 
3. The legal arrangements around RE are no longer fit for  

purpose as more schools become academies. Increasing  
numbers of schools and academies fail to teach the subject:  
a third of secondary schools offer no RE at all at Key Stage 4 
(pupils aged 14-16), despite them being legally obliged to  
do so for all pupils. www.commissiononre.org.uk

A new vision for religious education in England  
for students of all backgrounds and beliefs  
The Commission for Religious Education  
was an independent body, set up to  
review the law and policies around  
RE, and to make wide-ranging  
recommendations for the future of 
high-quality RE for all pupils  
nationally. 



If you are a Conservative MP  
or a Prospective Conservative Party  

Parliamentary Candidate for the next  
General Election, we would encourage you to:  

✸ 
Make Contact with the Education Secretary  

– The Rt. Hon. Gavin Williamson MP – and encourage him  
and his Ministerial Team to commit to looking at the recommendations  

made in the CoRE report. 
 

✸ 
Suggest that the Secretary of State for Education meets with the  

Religious Education Council (REC) and the National Association of  
Teachers of RE (NATRE) to discuss the recommendations of CoRE,  

particularly in relation to reviewing the effectiveness of the  
complaints process. 

 

✸ 
Encourage the Conservative Party’s Ministerial Education  

Team to consider the CoRE recommendations in  
the formulation of education policy  

for the Party’s next manifesto.  
 
 
 
 
 


