Knowledge Organizers

Purpose
· To support students by providing a foundation of factual knowledge
· To help them understand the facts of a conceptual framework
· To help them organise knowledge so they can retrieve and apply it
(Bransford et al., 2000).

· To support memorisation of important knowledge
· To reduce cognitive load by allowing access to knowledge and key information
(Paas et al., 2004). 

· To develop teachers’ subject knowledge
· To develop an understanding of pedagogical content knowledge and how that subject should be taught
(Ball et al., 2008)
Content
· Careful consideration of what must be included given the constraint of a single side of A4 paper
· Young defines ‘powerful knowledge’ as specialised rather than general (Young, 2013)
· Which knowledge is useful for the understanding of the domain and which is important for the sample of the domain (the assessment)?
· Information should be organised to facilitate further organisation, e.g. hierarchy or links
· Information should be presented to facilitate easy testing and maximise the opportunity for retrieval practice
Pedagogy
· Use of KOs should be integrated into teachers’ practice and students’ habits
· Regular retrieval practice aids later retention (Roediger et al., 2011)
· Retrieval practice can include: low-stake quizzes during lessons; writing down key dates in a timeline; students writing down everything they can remember from KO and then comparing to KO; filling in blank (or partially blank) sections of the KO.
· Regular testing can identify gaps in knowledge
· Material in KOs should promote elaborative interrogation, e.g. ‘How does concept X relate to concept Y?’ (Willingham, 2014).
· Students should be asked to organise the knowledge into something different to help recall and further understanding (Reif, 2008). For example, listing historical figured in terms of hierarchy of power/status, put into a concept-map, or re-ordered into another list
· Teachers to model how particular strategies are effective, e.g. to learn a series of dates and events by using flashcards; to enhance retrieval practice by self-quizzing; using elaborative interrogation by considering why each event was important and how it contributed to ultimate outcomes; organising dates and events chronologically
Information taken from Chartered College of Teaching: https://impact.chartered.college/article/organising-knowledge-purpose-pedagogy-knowledge-organisers/
 


6 Steps to making a knowledge organizer:

1. Define the Schema
· Write them at the same time as writing a SoW
· Map out core knowledge and concepts to consider links with previous SoW or sub-topics
· Include what is required rather than interesting titbits

2. Sequence the schema
· Consider which foundational concepts pupils will need to cover before they can work on others

3. Decide on how the information will be presented
· Use bullet points not paragraphs
· Use tables
· Use diagrams
· Use dual coding

4. Write and trim the sections
· Test the content of the section by trialling quizzes on the facts
· Example of poor bullet-pointed fact:
 Bullet point: “Religion was extremely important in Anglo-Saxon society.”
Q: “What was religion in Anglo-Saxon society?”
A: “Important.” 

5. Write the keywords
· Students may not find definitions, or the correct definition, so provide them on the KO

6. Administration
· Number each section of the KO so students can find the relevant information easily
· Note down sections that are not working well for tweaking
https://www.teachwire.net/news/how-to-create-the-perfect-knowledge-organiser


