RE – Knowledge Organiser – Year 5
Why is the Torah so important to Jewish people?
	Devon and Torbay Agreed Syllabus

	· Pupils should gain and deploy the skills needed to understand, interpret and evaluate texts, sources of wisdom and authority and other evidence. They should learn to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences while respecting the right of others to differ.



	KNOWLEDGE

	Did you know?
· Jews believe that God tells them in the TeNaKh (the whole Jewish Bible) the way of life that they must follow.
· The TeNaKh should be treated with utmost respect.
· The TeNaKh is equivalent to the Christian Old Testament.
· The Sefer Torah is kept at the synagogue.  It is made using traditional methods including using animal skin for the parchment which are sewn together to make one long scroll.
· If the Torah were to be dropped, traditionally you would be expected to fast for one day.
· When a Torah becomes old and worn out, it should be buried, often in the same grave as a Torah scholar.
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	VOCABULARY
	POINTS TO DISCUSS AT HOME

	Sefer Torah - a handwritten scroll kept in the synagogue.
TaNaKh - the written Jewish Bible (pronounced Ta-nak)
Torah – equivalent to the first five books of the Christian Bible
Nevi’im - the prophets (pronounced Neva-eem)
Ketuvim - the writings (pronounced Ke-too-vim)
Synagogue - where Jews go to worship
Orthodox Jew - more traditional
Progressive Jew - less traditional

	· Why is the Torah so important?
· How should the Torah be treated?
· Why don’t Christians treat their bibles in the same way?
· What is the difference between Orthodox and Progressive Jews?[image: ]
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