
Diversity in RE and 

world views in the EYFS 

and Primary classroom



What is diversity of RE in the EYFS and 

Primary classroom?
 Giving children an understanding that there isn’t just one view of a faith/ religion. 

 Giving the children the chance to see/ experience different traditions in faiths and religions.

It is easy to  over simplify information about different faiths and traditions when teaching so we can 

easily categorise and make learning simple for children.

ie :

All Christians baptise babies

All Jewish people keep Kosher 

The lived experience of many people 

is much more varied and complex

Differences in some faith traditions 

include for example.

The aim for my part of this session is to explore ways in which teachers can explore different 

traditions and make RE more diverse in primary and EYFS learning.



Showing diversity through use of resources 

which allow the children to explore different 

points of view.

Using Understanding Christianity’s 

Year 6 unit on Creation and using 

their resources and lesson plans.

Introducing different views.



Using Understanding Christianity’s Year 6 unit 

on Creation and using their resources and 

lesson plans.

Introducing different views.



Showing diversity through use of resources 

which allow the children to explore different 

points of view.
An example is using placing statements linked to 

beliefs on a continuum.

Understanding Christianity has an activity which 

explores this in the Year 6 Unit of work on Creation. 

When teaching this activity, I have found it helpful 

to let the children place their ideas down initially 

and then to start to talk to them about the 

positioning and why they have positioned it there 

before adding in extra points that might change the 

statements placing.

We then discuss as a whole class why people have 

place things in certain positions an what led them 

to that.





Showing diversity through use of resources 

which allow the children to explore different 

points of view.

Resource from Inspiring

RE Jewish People.

Exposing children to different view

points and exploring how this changes

traditions.



Showing diversity through use of resources 

which allow the children to explore different 

points of view and promote discussion.

Understanding Christianity – Salvation unit.

Once children have ordered the Easter story, we have a 

discussion of what might be the key moments in the story 

for Christians. This is a chance to discuss how different 

Christians might feel about certain points in the story 

highlighting differences of opinions.

Year 2 unit of work- How 

important is it for Jewish 

people to do what God asks 

them to do?

Discussions in ordering of 

which of these most 

important to Jewish people 

in order to show God they 

are doing as He asks.  



Showing diversity of ideas, beliefs and 

ways of worship through pictures.

Using films showing different types of religious 

services for example an Russian Orthodox church 

service in comparison to a church service the 

children may have experienced as being part of a 

church school.



Showing diversity of ideas, beliefs and 

ways of worship through pictures.



York Minster

Showing diversity of ideas, beliefs and ways of 

worship through images of different types of 

religious buildings.

The Church of 

Hallgrímur

(Reykjavík, 

Iceland)

The Byzantine 

Catholic Eparchy 

of Parma

Ohio

Church of Saint George -Ethiopia



Minaret at Xi’an Great  Mosque

Showing diversity of ideas, beliefs and ways of worship 

through images of different types of religious buildings.

Bait Ur Rouf Mosque, Bangladesh

Cologne Central Mosque, Germany

Brick Lane Mosque and minaret



Discussion of what mosques might look like using 

different images of mosques. Y2. 



Discussion of what mosques might look like using 

different images of mosques. Y2. 



Showing diversity of ideas, beliefs through use of film.

Cbeebies- What’s on your head?



Showing diversity through use of 

language and discussion.

 Teachers using language 
that shows diversity of 
views so avoiding 
statements like all or 
every.

 Teachers modelling  and 
encouraging children to use 
different quantifier 
statements which allow for 
diversity of views.

 This resource (from Katy 
Staples) is a word mat 
which can be used and 
adapted to create 
statements which show a 
range of views within the 
classroom.

Resource by Katy Staples



Showing diversity through use of 

language.

Making sure that diversity 

through use of language is 

planned in work before being 

taught.

Resource by RE today

Investigating God

What do Hindus believe about 

the idea of a supreme being by 

Julia Diamond-Conway.



Using resources to challenge 

expectations.



Using resources to challenge expectations.


