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Good RE will look different in the
very different settings

For pupils with Complex Needs 

✓ RE will need to be tailored to be unique to the child 

(this could be through resources, content or 

structure). 

✓ RE may need to be through their senses or 

emotions. 

✓ RE should be a peaceful and calming experience. 

For pupils with Severe Learning Difficulties

✓ RE may provide opportunities for social development. The 

choice of media such as story or music may be a hook into RE. 

✓ Often a focus on routine and ritual in RE sessions is useful. 

✓ Consider offering a multi-sensory approach to nurture 

spirituality. 

✓ Working on understanding of others in RE is critical. 



For pupils with Emotional / Behavioural Difficulties

✓ Focus on developing pupil maturity and awareness of self and others in 

RE. 

✓ RE can help pupils address problems in helpful ways, developing 

opportunities in RE to learn from other faiths and people, particularly in 

certain situations or emotions. 

✓ Dealing with challenge and opinion needs carefully constructed 

strategies, rules and routines.

For pupils with Moderate Learning Difficulties

✓ Important to create reflective and spiritual 

opportunities.

✓ RE helps pupils gain an insight into 

belonging, behaving and believing in a 

different religion. 

✓ This helps them to understand where they 

belong, and how their own life and beliefs are 

important. 

✓ RE opens up big questions by encouraging 

questions and curiosity from them. 



Can the difficulties pupils face become 

strengths? 

I love how Anne Krisman reframes difficulties:

• Pupils’ slow progress, with staff valuing each 

small step of achievement, may lead some 

children to reflection on meaning and purpose 

of life. E.g. kindness to others

• A dependence on others for help may lead to 

an understanding of what God means to 

believers. 

• A fascination with watching others may lead to 

an interest in what believers do and why they 

do it. 

Growing in RE, Anne Krisman, RE Today



Making adjustments

e.g. Widget



What Is Reading like for a Person 
with Dyslexia?

https://geon.github.io/programming/2016/03/03/dsxyliea


How can Religion and worldviews 
support pupils with SEND?

Religion and 
Worldviews 
lessons can help 
pupils reflect on 
issues in the 
world and in their 
own lives. 







Attention Autism techniques in RE (Gina Davies)

Stage 1 The bucket

Clear a space so children can see you

Opaque bucket. Pull out objects. Name them, but 

don’t say any more. Let them look, but not touch. 

Keep them special.

• Mystery object- students have to guess the object, 

the religion, the meaning or how it is used in 

practice.

• Mystery bag- hide it in a bag to be passed around to 

guess.



Stage 2

Sharing your experience

Keep language to a minimum as you 

want the children to be able to watch 

you.

Messy- e.g. bubble wrap paint Holi, 

playing ra'ashan/ noisemakers for Purim, 

rainbow sponge, sieving and finding 

something. Creating stencils from flour/ 

glitter/ sand- e.g. a symbol



Stage 3 Turn taking and refocusing attention

Pupils experience waiting for another, taking in turns an 

experience.

e.g. A special journey through walking on different 

textures with socks off, taking it in turns, experiencing 

Sukkot/ tents parachute, under the umbrella –

experiencing water/ rain or create an Easter umbrella 

with chicks and eggs hanging down to see.



Stage 4- shifting and re-engaging attention

The pupils will watch you demonstrate an activity, 

and then they each get their own little box of 

materials and go off to try it out for themselves.

Roll a rainbow- cover sheet with paint blobs with 

cling film.  Playdough- create characters from a story 

sculpt a character  e.g. Buddha, making a diva lamp 

on a CD



The 7Cs Framework 

The aim of the 7Cs 
framework is to 
encourage learning 
conversations beyond 
the curriculum. It 
focuses on 7 key areas 
in these conversations.

Each of the 7Cs offers a 
structured conversation 
/ process to consider 
the learning 
requirements of 
children with SEND
and these can be 
applied within RE

https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/app/uploa
ds/2022/08/RE-and-SEND.pdf

https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/app/uploads/2022/08/RE-and-SEND.pdf


SEND support

Clear language – think amount the amount of 
words you use.

Processing time – pre teaching vocab

Consistent images – supporting a visual learner

Mind maps – keeping learning journals



Planning the new curriculum



Five key’s model

Connection

Knowledge

Senses

Symbols

Values



What kind of king 
is Jesus?         
UKS2.6  
Autumn term 2



Connections

Christmas – How do we celebrate?

King – who is our king? What is a 
king?



Knowledge

The birth of Jesus

Christians belief of Jesus as a 
king



Senses

Christingle  - multisensory



Symbols

Christingle

Crown 

presents



Values

How important is Jesus to Christians?



Unit overview

Show children a picture of a cartoon king. 
Ask children who they think is in the 
picture. Then show a picture of Jesus and 
ask them if they know who he is. 
Explain that Jesus is a king to Christians.
Discuss what a king means to them. 
Create crowns. Role play a coronation

Weekly plan



Let’s plan together

Water


