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Outline of today’s session 

➢ Rationale for adopting the booklet model in RE 

➢ The ‘booklet’…

➢ How they are used in the classroom by the teacher/students 

➢ The advantages and disadvantages of the booklet model

➢ Further reflections and advice 

➢ Personal journey- driven by the context of the school and 

the needs of the students. 



Some context…

➢ Church of England School, located in 

the city of Plymouth. 

➢ Approx. 600 students

➢ Above average % of PP/SEND/LAC

➢ 52% of students below SS of 96. 

➢ Ofsted Inadequate – 2018

➢ Requires Improvement -2019

➢ SIAMS Good- 2019
➢ Ofsted Good- 2023 

➢ RE is Taught as a discrete subject 

➢ KS3: 3 year Curriculum 

➢ Delivered over 2 hours a fortnight 

➢ KS4: 2 year Curriculum 

➢ KS4 Core RE: 1 hour a fortnight 

➢ KS4 Option RE: 5 hours a fortnight

➢ x2 RE specialists an
➢ x2 non-specialists



Rationale for adopting the 

booklet model in RE 

➢As a Head of Faculty in a rapidly improving school my priority is to reduce 

variability and ensure all students are taught an ambitious knowledge-rich 

curriculum.

➢ The codification of the curriculum into booklets as a tool provides a guarantee 

of quality across the department. 

➢ Literacy as the frontline for social mobility and the drive for students ability to 

read challenging academic texts.

➢ For the precise application of cognitive science principles and evidence 

based practice discussed at CPD, including cognitive load theory, retrieval 

practice, interleaving, deliberate practice etc. 

➢ To make the most of every minute in RE lessons as we don’t have many of 

them!



The ‘booklet’… 

➢ It is important to acknowledge that the design and content of 

booklets can vary considerably some take the form of guided 

notes where as some a more text book approach.

➢Here at ASAP we have opted for a bespoke ‘textbook’ 

approach.

➢Each booklet contains the material pupils need alongside the 

tasks they need to complete.

➢This in effect is the embodiment of the Lemovian principle of 

everything in place.



Formation and content of 
the booklets 

➢ Each booklet is drawn from a coherently planned and well sequenced 

curriculum that covers the entirety of the five years students are at school.

➢ The curriculum is structured so that pupils can integrate new content into their 

existing schema. This allows them to make meaningful connections.

➢ Rosenshine’s 17 Principles of effective instruction.

➢ Each booklet contains approx. 14 lessons over 50 pages

➢ Each lesson contains:
Retrieval practice Content Activities 

Tier 2/3 vocabulary Assessment Reflection 

Extended writing Short answer questions Revision 









How they are used in the classroom 
by the teacher/students 

➢Teachers plan using their own 

copy of the booklet, the focus is on 

delivery and instruction. 

➢The teacher never has to think 

‘which task would best help to 

deliver this knowledge?’ Instead, 

they think ‘How can I explain this 

concept most effectively?’

➢A valuable tool for professional 

development at all points in the 

process.



How they are used in the 
classroom by the teacher/students 

➢ Teaching using the booklets is very straight forward  

➢ Presented on the IWB or projected using a visualiser

➢ Supporting PP slides (optional for scaffolding) 

➢ Material is read (Expressive reading/control the game/) 

➢ Teachers elaborate on the material through explanation, modelling and 

questioning

➢ Planned opportunities for students to work collaboratively as a class, small 

groups, with peers (turn and talk)and for independent practice









The advantages of the booklet 

model 

 Reduces in departmental variation, the curriculum is centralised there is total 
clarity about what every class is learning and how 

 The priority is content rather than activities

 Everything is in one place 

 Students/staff are aware of the ‘bigger picture’ 

 Students can meaningfully cross reference and refer back to previous lesson 
content with ease  

 Minimises the time lost on transitions between different resources and 
activities 

 Nature of the booklet design – reduces extraneous cognitive load

 Increase time students spend reading for knowledge 



The advantages of the booklet 

model 

 Can be completed electronically- /SEND/EAAs/cover/exclusion/long term 
absence

 Support staff have access to all the content from the first lesson in an 
accessible format 

 Teacher planning can focus on delivery and instruction rather than planning 
from scratch

 Efficient no need to print new resources every day

 Students benefit from the collective expertise of the department 

 A valuable tool for powerful tool for professional development 

 Live working document, editable fine tune

 Supports work load in the log term



The disadvantages of the 

booklet model

 The workload is heavily frontloaded and time consuming

 Expense 

 Staff complacency

 Limited space to record 

 Passivity 



Reflections and advice 

 Carve out significant amount of time to plan and create  

 Year group at a time 

 Lesson by lesson- (whole punch & treasury tag)

 Draw upon the expertise of each staff member or alternatively allocate units to as a 
tool develop subject knowledge 

 Take inspiration from others whilst keeping in mind the context and needs of your 
students 

 Standardise the process, have a template and retain the role as editor  

 Include page numbers 

 Print a test copy

 Print spare copies 

 Have a dedicated and robust storage space 

 Reflect and record as you go to in preparation for the next version 
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