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This workbook sits alongside Gillian Georgiou’s keynote session,
Inspiring Curiosity, on the religion and worldviews approach.
We hope you find it helpful .
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Ofsted

There is often a superficial approach to
curriculum that tries to cover many religions
and worldviews without prioritising depth of
study. This results in limited retention of
knowledge.

The RE curriculum rarely enables pupils
to systematically build disciplinary
knowledge or personal knowledge

Over simplistic and generalised presentations

of religious and non-religious worldviews are
taught and there is a lack of focus on the lived
reality of religious and non-religious
worldviews as they appear in the world. .

Ofsted

raising standards
improving lives

Questions for Reflection

What does our RE curriculum currently look like?
Do we provide appropriate depth and breadth of study? (“collectively enough”)
How do we systematically build disciplinary and personal knowledge?

Does our curriculum focus sufficiently on the lived reality of religion and belief?




Religion and Worldviews Approach

1. Worldviews start with people 2. Pupils' ability to make sense of

what they learn is an integral part
of the curriculum

Exemplary Content: David Lewin

Agency of teachers in shaping curriculum—
personal worldviews

Pedagogical reduction - can't teach everything!
Exemplarity - examples of something
Resonance - personal worldviews of pupils

Interpretability — subject matter arises through
interpretation, nothing is neutral

Notes




Christian

worldviews in the

UK

Protestant
Reformation

Experience of
women
in Christian /
religious
worldviews
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Hermeneutics (biblical
interpretation)

Diversity within religious worldviews. Evil and suffering, Continuity and change within religious worldviews, Power and
authority within religious worldviews....

History,
social science and
philosophy

Origins

of Christianity in UK

Celtic Christianity

Origins of
the Church of
England

Power and
authority

Church of England
and monarchy

Church of England

History and theology

Denominations of
Christianity

Catholic Christianity
in the 16th century -
strengths and
weaknesses

Role of technology in the
changing face
of Christian worldviews

Literacy, Bible

and Protestant Christian
women in

the 16th century

Theology and social science

Biblical teachings about human
beings

Christian women in positions
of power in the Middle Ages

Ordination of women in the
Church of England

Challenges faced by women in
the Church of England

Experience of women in other
Christian denominations

Theology and
philosophy

Ways of knowing in RE

Interpretation as a key
skill in RE

Positionality - ways in
which personal
worldviews affect
textual interpretation

Different Christian
interpretations of key
Christian sources of
authority

Truth, knowledge
and power



Looking though a theological lens

Women should remain silent in the churches.
They are not allowed to speak, but must be in
submission, as the law says.

1 Corinthians 14.34

What do you think s the 'hidden meaning' of this text? How might knowing about the context of the
author help us understand the 'hidden meaning' better?

How might different Christians interpret this text differently?

How might a person's worldview influence how they draw meaning from this text?

Looking through a human / social scientific lens

Context Matters

What is the role of a priest, and why is it important in the church?

Do people in the church have different opinions about women becoming
priests? If so, why?

How have things changed over time with regard to women's roles in the
church?

How do different cultures and countries view the idea of women becoming
priests?

Looking through a philosophical lens

"Rather deathe than false of faythe..."
What does Anne mean by 'true faith'?

What does Anne's husband, Thomas, mean
by 'true faith'?

How do they know?




Personal Knowledge

What are my immediate thoughts?

How do | feel when | hear Anne's story?

Do | recognise any elements of her story in my own personal story?
Have | ever felt what Anne felt?

What challenges have | faced? What impact have they had on my
life? How have | dealt with them?

How have my circumstances shaped my ability to cope
with challenge?

Why might it matter that | think about how my worldview shapes my
responses to what | encounter in RE?

What are the implications of this
for our RE curriculum?

What are the implications of this
for our approach to teaching and
learning in RE?

What will we need?

Notes




Making ser
of belief:

Devon and Torbay
Locally Agreed Syllabus 2024-9

Unit F5 Which Places are Special and Why?

Unit 1.1 What do Christians Believe God is Like?

Unit L2.8 What Does it Mean to be a Hindu in Britain Today?
Unit U2.12 How Does Faith Help People When Life Gets Hard?
Unit 3.12 How are Sikh Teachings on Equality and Service Put into Practice Today?

\ Tangibility

Ways of Knowing

Personal Knowledge

Next Steps

Action Who is Responsible Timeframe Review




Resources

Ofsted RE research review (2021)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-
review-series-religious-education

Ofsted RE subject report (2024)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-report-series-religious-education/deep-and-
meaningful-the-religious-education-subject-report

National Content Standard for RE (2023)

https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/resource/national-content-standard-1st-edition-2023/

Religion and Worldviews Approach Toolkit (2024)

https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/rwapproach/

David Lewin's Framework for Curricular Production (2023)

https://www.afterre.org/framework

Reflections
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