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How are you feeling about the new agreed 
syllabus?



As we start, remember these things…

• This is an implementation year, 
things don’t have to be perfect.

• You do not have to teach all the 
content.

• The new units are optional.

• Make decisions that are right for 
your school and your context.

• There are resources and people out 
there to help you.



When you start your curriculum design process, go 
back to your intent statement, consider school 

context and local data.
• Does my curriculum represent the community that lives around the 

school?

• What is the lived experience of your school community?

• Do children know and remember more within the RE lessons that you are 
teaching?  How could we alter curriculum design to support them with 
this?

• Look carefully at the time between children’s study of particular 
worldviews (religious or non-religious).



A helpful intent statement can also be found on 
page 7 of the agreed syllabus document…



Creating progression documents can help us to 
consider the BIG issues and questions within a 

curriculum.



Looking at key questions…





New Units…

• How do people from religious communities celebrate key festivals?

• What does it mean to be a Humanist in Britain today?

• What matters most to Humanists and Christians?

• What can be done to reduce racism?  Can religion help?

• What do religious and non-religious worldviews teach about caring for 
the earth?



Curriculum Features



Multi Disciplinary Approach

• We need to transform RE through 
a multi–disciplinary approach | 
Theos Think Tank - Theos Think 
Tank - Understanding faith. 
Enriching society.

https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/comment/2018/06/28/we-need-to-transform-re-through-a-multidisciplinary-approach
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/comment/2018/06/28/we-need-to-transform-re-through-a-multidisciplinary-approach
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/comment/2018/06/28/we-need-to-transform-re-through-a-multidisciplinary-approach
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/comment/2018/06/28/we-need-to-transform-re-through-a-multidisciplinary-approach
https://www.theosthinktank.co.uk/comment/2018/06/28/we-need-to-transform-re-through-a-multidisciplinary-approach


Multi Disciplinary Approach Resources

• These resources are a great 
starting point for beginning with a 
multi disciplinary approach.

• £10 from REToday or free with 
NATRE membership.

• Fit with the new agreed syllabus.



What might a religion and 
worldviews approach with 
disciplinary lenses look like 

in the classroom?



Starting in Early Years…
Big questions about concepts, thinking about lived 

experience.

• Start by using vocabulary such as:

Some Muslims…

Most Christians try to…

Some believers think that…

• High expectations at a young age.

• Reminding children of language

• Recapping and ‘fun’ quizzing at the start 
of a session.

• Recognising that by drip feeding 
knowledge and vocabulary, we give 
children the head start in understanding 
that they need.



Tackling theology with four-year-olds!



God put Adam in charge and gave him the job of naming all the 
animals…

• How does it feel to name all the animal?

• Why do you think God put Adam in charge?

• How good is your memory?  Can you remember animal names?







How might we think about sociology when 
learning about places of worship?



Investigating places of worship

• Thinking of big questions

• Looking for signs and symbols

• Show a diverse range of places of 
worship and ensure that not all of them 
look traditional.

• Remember to use technical vocabulary 
such as ‘traditional’ and ‘modern’.

• Ask – Why don’t some places have 
mosques that are build traditionally?



Show traditional places of worship alongside 
converted buildings?



Are we explaining the sociology of why some 
cities have purpose built buildings and why 

some don’t?
• How do we share the 

practicalities of how these 
buildings are used?

• Are children aware of what ‘livers’ 
of religion do?

• What part do in person and 
virtual visits play?



Investigating Artefacts

• Invest in a wide range of 
resources that don’t all ‘look’ the 
same

• Use websites such as eBay to 
purchase authentic artefacts that 
real ‘livers’ of religion use.

• Don’t be afraid for children to be 
‘hands on’ with the 
artefacts…most ‘livers’ of religion 
would see these as teaching tools.



Are we showing children a range of 
artefacts that all have the same purpose?



Finding out about Murtis

• Using a range of 2D and 3D 
Murtis

• Talking about similarities and 
differences

• Discussing which of Brahman’s 
qualities these Murtis might 
represent.





Prayer in Islam – sharing lived experience; can children 
see their worldview in what we are teaching them?





Sociology and Historical 
Context of Texts



Matthew 4:18-19New International Version (NIV)
Jesus calls his first disciples

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother 
Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they 
were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I 
will send you out to fish for people.”

Matthew 4v18



Where is Galilee?



What does Galilee look like?



What would the boat have been like?







What might a unit of 
work look like?





Trinity – Getting Started…



Benchmarking

What I know… What I want to find out… What I have learnt…



Text Focus

• By the end of the unit, the children should be really familiar with the text.

• Key vocabulary should be used and discussed.

• Imagery and links to other parts of the Bible should also be discussed.

• It is key to explain where in the Bible they are so they can make their own 
links.







Matthew 3:11-17 New International Version 
(NIV)

11 “I baptise you with[a] water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose 
sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptise you with[b] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire.”

The Baptism of Jesus
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, 
“I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me?”
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John 
consented.
16 As soon as Jesus was baptised, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A11-17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A11-17&version=NIV


Where is Galilee?







What is the same? What is different?



How might an artist tell 
this story linking it to 

text…









What is baptism like today and what 
does it mean?

• https://request.org.uk/life/rites-of-passage/believers-baptism/

• https://request.org.uk/life/rites-of-passage/infant-baptism/

https://request.org.uk/life/rites-of-passage/believers-baptism/
https://request.org.uk/life/rites-of-passage/infant-baptism/


Images of Baptism

Verrocchio Daniel  Bonnell





Creating our own Trinity artwork…



Symbolism behind the Trinity

• We talked about why some people use the triangle to explain what Trinity 
is.

• We thought as a class about other images that might represent this well.

• The children designed logos for the new school in Exeter called ‘Trinity’ 
and had to present their ideas to the boardroom!



Get Messy!!

• At the end of the unit, we gave the children images and coloured paper to 
produce a project based on the Trinity.

• They could use any area of the classroom and share their learning in 
whatever way they liked.

• At the end of the unit we shared our learning with other classes in the 
school and helped them to grow in their knowledge of Trinity.



NATRE Primary 
Curriculum



Learning Pathways

9/3/20XXPresentation Title 59



What do the assessment 

materials look like?

9/3/20XXPresentation Title 60



Assessment within CRR

• CRR is filled with retrieval practice.

• At the start of  each lesson, pupils will take part in a sticky knowledge quiz.  

• At the end of  each unit there is an assessment task and lesson.

9/3/20XXPresentation Title 61



Using sticky knowledge 
quizzing…

What does it mean to be a Muslim in 
Britain today? – Year 5 unit



What can you tell me about Sunni and Shi’a 
Muslims?



Where are the Mosques in our local area?

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List
_of_mosques_in_the_United_Kin
gdom 

• What do these mosques do?

• What are the main features of the 
mosque? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mosques_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mosques_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_mosques_in_the_United_Kingdom


What are the similarities and differences 
between these two mosques?



What can you tell me about how communities were designed 
in the past?  What does this mean for places of worship?



What do you know about the five pillars of 
Islam?



What is the Hajj? 



What is the story of the Zam Zam water?



What might a pilgrim be thinking of when 
they drink the Zam Zam water?



What is this building and why is it significant 
for Muslims?



Key Vocabulary
Eid-ul-Adha

Ishmail

Ibrihim

Sacrifice

Hajj 

Pilgrimage

Arafat

 Ka’aba

Safa

Mawra

Angel

Jibrial 

Cave

Qu’ran

Muslim

Islam 

Pilgrim

ZamZam

Muhammad 

Shahadah

Zakah

Hajj

Sawm

Salah

Traditional

purpose built

Ramadan

Fasting 

mosque





Key Stage One – Assessment 

and Sticky Knowledge Quiz

9/3/20XXPresentation Title 74



Sticky Knowledge Quiz



Can you remind me of what this is?



What can you tell me about these places and 
artefact?

Synagogue 

Torah



Can you remember why these things were 
special to Jewish people?



What is this prayer called and why is it 
important?

“Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one. Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul 

and with all your strength.”



What is in the bag? Can you guess which 
festival these artefacts are from?

Shabbat



What can you tell me about Shabbat?



How do Jews greet each other at Shabbat?

Shabbat Shalom



What can you tell me about these scrolls?  What do you 
think they are?



What might a Jewish person learn from the 
story of David and Goliath?



Can you remind me of what this festival is?



What can you remember about the 
Chanukah story?



Chanukah Lights – lets remind ourselves of 
the story…



Do you know what this is?



What else do Jewish people do at Chanukah?



What one thing do you think would be really 
important for Jewish people at Chanukah?
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