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OFSTED SAYS THAT WHEN ASSESSMENT IS DONE WELL 
IN RE IT LOOKS LIKE THIS:

❖Different types of assessments are used appropriately:

⮚Formative assessments can help teachers identify which pupils have misconceptions or 
gaps in their knowledge, and what those specific misconceptions or gaps are. This can inform 
teachers about common issues, so they can review or adapt the curriculum as necessary. 

⮚Where summative assessments are used for accountability purposes, leaders can ensure 
that they are sufficiently spaced apart to enable pupils to learn the expanding domain of 
the curriculum.

⮚RE assessment needs to relate to the curriculum, which sets out what it means to ‘get 
better’ at RE.

⮚Leaders and teachers can design RE assessments that are fit for purpose, in that they are 
precisely attuned to the knowledge in the RE curriculum that they intend for pupils to learn.

⮚Leaders who ensure that assessments are not excessively onerous for teachers.

Assessment should 
be based on the aims 
of your curriculum



YOUR CURRICULUM IS YOUR PROGRESSION 
MODEL AND SHOULD GUIDE STUDENTS ON 
THEIR JOURNEY THROUGH:

⮚substantive and conceptual knowledge

⮚disciplinary knowledge

⮚student understanding of what positionality is, how it 
adapts and what influences it



SUBSTANTIVE AND DISCIPLINARY 
KNOWLEDGE SHOULD BE ASSESSED (BUT 
NOT IN ISOLATION)

An example
In one lesson a class might be introduced to a child who has 
been interviewed about their beliefs and how that impacts 
their daily life. In the following lesson, the pupils might be 
asked to create questions to ask another child about their 
beliefs. 

This would be an example of them applying the disciplinary 
knowledge (social sciences) that they have learnt in the 
previous lesson. They will also need to use some of their 
substantive knowledge about different beliefs. 





FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Formative assessment takes place on a day-
to-day basis during lessons to inform 
planning and solve misconceptions. It is 
important to have regular formative 
assessment woven into each lesson and 
across the learning journey in each unit.





EXAMPLES OF FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

- Quiz questions, progressing in challenge
- Match vocabulary to the definition/image
- Sort the words/images/symbols
- Odd one out
- Link the words/statements/images
- Given an answer/image, what might the question be?
- Fast four
- Simple recall from previous learning
- Fill in the gaps
- What might the symbols/images represent?



QUIZ



PEOPLE WEAR DIFFERENT THINGS TO SHOW THEY 
BELONG TO A GROUP.
WHICH OF THESE DO YOU THINK IS THE ODD ONE OUT?

Christian cross Sikh kirpan school jumper



HERE IS AN IMAGE. 
WHAT MIGHT THE QUESTION BE?



SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

Summative assessment sums up what a pupil has achieved at the end of 
a period of time, relative to the learning aims and the relevant national 
standards. (NFER)

An example might be that pupils have been taught to analyse different 
texts throughout a unit. They then might be asked to analyse a different 
piece of text and explain how they think this might be used on either side 
of an argument. Unknown vocabulary could be given to scaffold this. 

This would be an example of them applying previously learnt disciplinary 
knowledge (theology) and using their substantive knowledge learnt 
throughout the unit.



RETRIEVAL FROM THE TOPIC AND BEFORE: 





NOT A TEST/NOT ASSESSING LITERACY 
SKILLS ETC.

Allowing pupils to explain their understanding orally or asking 
children to draw, match or even ‘make’ their thinking are some 
examples of removing possible barriers. As with all learning, it is 
important that children are supported and have appropriate 
scaffolding as they would in other lessons. 

It is also important not to carry out summative assessment too 
regularly. Remember that pupils are receiving far less input than they 
would for other subjects such as English and maths and therefore it 
would not be appropriate to assess formally as frequently.



SCHOOL CONTEXT/EXPECTATIONS/OTHER 
CURRICULUM AREAS



Awareness Mystery Value Refresh Training J McGuire




