
Looking at how to 
implement one of 
the new units from 
the 24-29 Devon 
and Torbay RE 
Today Agreed 
Syllabus

L2.13: How do people from 
religious and non-religious 
communities celebrate key 
festivals?



You will have heard RE referred to as Religions 
and Worldviews 

This comes as a result of the Final 
Report to the  by the Commission of RE
CORE published in 2018
The Commission on Religious Education's 
2018 "National Plan" for Religion and 
Worldviews (RE) proposes a statutory 
National Entitlement for all state-funded 
schools, changes the subject's name to 
"Religion and Worldviews," and calls for 
academically rigorous, high-quality 
specialist teaching.
https://religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk/resource/com
mission-on-religious-education-final-report/

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3d245aaec9d67bdf&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB971GB972&cs=0&q=Commission+on+Religious+Education&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiN7ZmQkfGPAxVmR0EAHXYIDsQQxccNegQIAhAB&mstk=AUtExfCQiUJktayu6nAKdSnZ5OEDDObFOOR70s20dLfQRndzpxRT5e3guybUaH3tuBxIj6qsPL9emCkt2HklZxXOBTwr6AqIiYbbQ9dg8e3dVgTru8rUGiOmr0-zBjKe6VlcK5M&csui=3


Who was the 
advice for:

Government:

• To create legislation and policy to implement the recommendations.

Educational Policy Makers:

• To incorporate the new worldview-based approach into the RE 
curriculum and national standards.

Teachers and School Leaders:

• To develop syllabuses and teach RE using the Religion and 
Worldviews framework.

Pupils:

• To receive an inclusive, high-quality education on diverse beliefs and 
worldviews.

The RE Community:

• To adopt the new paradigm and work towards the vision set out in the 
report.

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3d245aaec9d67bdf&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB971GB972&cs=0&q=Religion+and+Worldviews&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4qeLhkfGPAxUgZ0EAHX8RBlYQxccNegQIHhAB&mstk=AUtExfDtWhOCAV3rd1CdXNJ1bA7VA_R5zJalAL78qEpjXWR40Dhn-f1JRFfLiyHT2iP2aaxwMg-z-SR3HV_7TIo1Pl9w971OmuLmyHQpM3HBEwblMiJRn8dC1Wk-Eqa8BF2AHZA&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3d245aaec9d67bdf&rlz=1C1GCEA_enGB971GB972&cs=0&q=Religion+and+Worldviews&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj4qeLhkfGPAxUgZ0EAHX8RBlYQxccNegQIHhAB&mstk=AUtExfDtWhOCAV3rd1CdXNJ1bA7VA_R5zJalAL78qEpjXWR40Dhn-f1JRFfLiyHT2iP2aaxwMg-z-SR3HV_7TIo1Pl9w971OmuLmyHQpM3HBEwblMiJRn8dC1Wk-Eqa8BF2AHZA&csui=3


Trevor Cooling 'Knowledge in a 
religions and worldviews 
approach in schools'

' an approach to RE that puts 
learning to make scholarly and 
reflexive judgements at the 
heart of knowledge-rich RE '

ENRICHING RE 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01416200.2024.2304693#abstract
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01416200.2024.2304693#abstract
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01416200.2024.2304693#abstract
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01416200.2024.2304693#abstract
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01416200.2024.2304693#abstract
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01416200.2024.2304693#abstract


OFTSEDs Research Review in 2021 DR Richard Kueh HMI RE outlines scholarly approach as;

'3 types of knowledge
This report refers to 3 different types of knowledge used in RE. These broad types of knowledge are 
‘pillars of progression’ within RE. ‘Getting better’ at RE both at primary and secondary level comprises 
knowing more and remembering more of these pillars as they are set out within the RE curriculum:

• first, ‘substantive’ knowledge: knowledge about various religious and non-religious traditions
• second, ‘ways of knowing’: pupils learn ‘how to know’ about religion and non-religion

• third, ‘personal knowledge’: pupils build an awareness of their own presuppositions and values 
about the religious and non-religious traditions they study'

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-religious-education/research-
review-series-religious-education 2021

ENRICHING RE 
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'Ways of knowing is about pupils 
learning and acquiring different ways 
that scholars can study religious and 
non-religious traditions.'

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subje
ct-report-series-religious-education/deep-and-
meaningful-the-religious-education-subject-report  
17.4.24

2024 OFSTED Subject 
report  on RE revealed a 
mixed picture of RE in the 
UK.

ENRICHING RE 
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The Scholarly approach-SW user friendly 
version (Primary)

Be a sociologist
like Livvie

Be an historian 
like Henry

Be a theologian
like Theo

Be a philosopher
like Sophie

With thanks to Abby Needs (Area 2 Hub  LTLRE)



What about personal knowledge or PK?
In Religious Education (RE), personal knowledge is the 
awareness pupils develop of their own values, beliefs, 
experiences, and presuppositions, and how these 
shape their understanding of religious and non-religious 
worldviews. It encourages learners to reflect on their 
own "positionality" and the assumptions they bring to 
the subject, fostering a more critical and self-aware 
approach to the material they study.

Useful links;

RE with Mrs McGee

St John's CofE,  Derbyshire

OFSTED 2021

• Self-awareness:

It involves recognizing that an individual's personal 
history, identity, and values create a unique viewpoint 
from which they learn.

• Understanding assumptions:

A key aspect is understanding the assumptions one 
might hold when approaching different religious or 
non-religious traditions.

• Connecting "life worlds":

It helps pupils connect the "life worlds" of the 
traditions being studied with their own experiences 
and worldviews.

• Enabling critical thinking:

By becoming aware of their own worldview, pupils are 
better equipped to critically analyze information and 
engage thoughtfully with different perspectives.

https://rewithmrsmcgee.wordpress.com/2021/05/23/some-personal-reflections-on-personal-knowledge/#:~:text=I%20first%20heard%20about%20personal,1%5D
https://www.stjohnsbelper.co.uk/types-of-knowledge-in-re/
https://www.stjohnsbelper.co.uk/types-of-knowledge-in-re/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-publishes-research-review-on-religious-education#:~:text=The%20review%20refers%20to%203,research%20reviews%20and%20subject%20reports
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Festivals of  Christmas and Easter
 -religious or secular tradition?

BBC Religions of the World

Christmas

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/articles/z7fp382 

Easter

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/articles/zhgv47h

BUT...look at the pictures

Perhaps carry out a class survey or home 
questionnaire...

How do you celebrate/Do you celebrate?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z7fp382
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Census 2021 cultural 
identity

Be a sociologist
like Livvie

Christian about 46%
No religion about 37 %

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021


Do non-religious people 
celebrate Christmas?

https://humanists.uk/2023/12/21/have-yourself-a-very-humanist-christmas/

They believe in being a good human and living a good life

Humanists don't believe in the 'supernatural' , however science is amazing enough!

https://humanists.uk/education/teachers/

There are

There are 150,00 
members 
registered with 
Humanists UK in 
2025

Do non-religious people celebrate 
Christmas?
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Holi Hindi Festival of Spring and New Life
4th March 2026

• https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/pages/article/holi
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zqxtqfr
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zkkygwx
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XybnPdOQmYg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hol
i_-_Festival_of_Colors_2014.jpg
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Can I show what I know about the Hindu celebration of Holi? 

There is also the story of Prahlad.

Prahlad was a prince. 
The king (his father) wanted everyone in his kingdom to worship him. 

Prahlad refused and worshipped lord Vishnu instead.

The king’s sister Holika, who was immune to fire, tricked her nephew 
Prahlad into sitting on her lap in a bonfire in order to destroy him, but 

because she was using her powers for evil, the plan failed and Prahlad 
emerged from the fire unharmed, while Holika was devoured by the 

flames. 

In some parts of India effigies of Holika are burnt on a fire. Ashes from 
Holi bonfires are thought to bring good luck.



Can I show what I know about Holi?

Celebrations

Celebrations start with a Holika bonfire on 
the night before Holi.

People sing and dance around the fire and 
roast grains, popcorn and coconut around 

it.

They also throw chickpeas on the fire. 

Last year’s rubbish is burnt to represent 
new beginnings. 

Effigies of Holika are burnt on the fire in 
some parts of India

Photo courtesy of imheling (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence – attr ibution



Locally celebrated?

Perhaps use  
to find out; 

https://www.re-hubs.uk/

Use coloured paper or confetti and enjoy 
prasad ; Barfi, Ladoo or even coconut ice 
(allergy aware)

https://www.re-hubs.uk/
https://www.re-hubs.uk/
https://www.re-hubs.uk/


Stonehenge-Winter and Summer Solstices



Not everyone's cup of tea
-religious or social tradition?



The scientific 
angle

• Spring or Autumn 
Equinox –equal 
day and night

• Summer Solstice-
longest daylight 
hours

• Winter Solstice-
shortest 
daylight hours

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Earth,_Moon_%26_Sun._%2894137
43169%29.jpg



The pagan 
angle

• Linked to agricultural celebrations and times to 
sow, harvest and animal husbandry

Sociology or history?



Secular or 
religious 
tradition?
Sunrise at Hay Tor on May 1st

Beltain Border Morris Hay Tor

Downloadable media kit here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sK7soQO6WM
https://www.beltaneborder.co.uk/media#!/


• Modern celebrations

• For example in Somerset

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/religious-education-primary-ks2/units/pilgrimage-why-are-people-still-drawn-to-ancient-places/lessons/glastonbury-a-contemporary-spiritual-place?sid-d035c1=li6cZ-zO0D&sm=0&src=4
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/religious-education-primary-ks2/units/pilgrimage-why-are-people-still-drawn-to-ancient-places/lessons/glastonbury-a-contemporary-spiritual-place?sid-d035c1=li6cZ-zO0D&sm=0&src=4


Devon

Celebrations
Merrivale Stone Row, Dartmoor, 
near Tavistock-English Heritgage

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/religious-education-primary-ks2/units/pilgrimage-why-are-people-still-drawn-to-ancient-places/lessons?sid-96878c=70bGmN3Q6k&sm=0&src=3


Late Spring (Whitsun) Kingsteignton Ram Roast, Devon



Meanwhile in Cornwall
Traditions of Kernow
Art by Ben Edge
https://www.benedge.co.uk/



Carn Euny

Sancreed 
Well



Livvie
Henry



Theo



Gwrello Glaw by The Changing Room

Sophie

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BYmZogQwUGQ


Oak Academy 
KS2

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/key-stages/ks2/subjects
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/key-stages/ks2/subjects


DIVALI

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/religious-education-primary-ks2/units/festivals-how-do-ancient-stories-influence-modern-celebrations/lessons/diwali-in-india-and-the-uk?sid-dafdbb=f26p4nfKVT&sm=0&src=4#slide-deck
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/religious-education-primary-ks2/units/festivals-how-do-ancient-stories-influence-modern-celebrations/lessons/diwali-in-india-and-the-uk?sid-dafdbb=f26p4nfKVT&sm=0&src=4#slide-deck


Oak Academy Y3 Winter Solstice

https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/religious-education-primary-ks2/units/festivals-how-do-ancient-stories-influence-modern-celebrations/lessons/celebrating-seasons-winter-solstice?sid-594828=y9A-WDQw1i&sm=0&src=4#slide-deck
https://www.thenational.academy/teachers/programmes/religious-education-primary-ks2/units/festivals-how-do-ancient-stories-influence-modern-celebrations/lessons/celebrating-seasons-winter-solstice?sid-594828=y9A-WDQw1i&sm=0&src=4#slide-deck


How might you teach this unit? How might you choose to adapt 
the Oak resources?
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