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Please no surnames or pictures of  any children!



What do we need to focus on?

A range of  
religious and non-

religious 
worldviews.

Ensuring that we 
teach about 

diversity of  lived 
experience and 

within traditions 
when children are 

very young.

Using stem 
sentences

• Some Muslims think…

• Many Christians…

• Most Jewish people…

Ensuring that we 
explain that there 
are a diverse range 
of  non-religious 
worldviews and 

some of  these are 
not named.





What might this look 
like in the classroom?



Baptism

Substantive knowledge – Many Christians are baptised as adults (believer 
baptism)or baptise babies (infant baptism) to welcome them into the family 
of the church.



Different ways of knowing…

Theology
Text

Lived experience 
sociology

What do people think?
Why do they act the way 

they do?



How might we use lenses within this unit?

Theology – Pupils will study Matthew 3:11-17, considering its 

meaning and key vocabulary.

Sociology/historical – Pupils will study artwork that represents the 

story from Matthew 3:11-17 discussing similarities and differences.  

Pupils will also discuss the use of artwork to tell a story and that 

not all people in the past could read text so stained glass was often 

used to tell stories and share teachings from the Bible/.

Psychology – Pupils will consider and discuss the following 

questions:  Why do people get baptised? What’s the symbolism of 

a baptism?

Philosophy – what do people of today think about baptism and 

how to people today interpret the trinity? How do Christians believe 
the Holy Spirit helps them in daily life?





What does all of this 
look like in the 

classroom?



The Story of Creation

EYFS



Learning about what the Bible says about 
God and creation…

• The first story in the Bible.

• Introduction to the Bible as 
Christians holy book. 

• A book full of stories. 

• A story that some Christians 
believe. 



Responding to the story…

• What do you think a creator of a 
real jelly fish might be like?

• How did it feel to make your jelly 
fish?

• How do you think it would feel to 
create the world and everything 
in it? 



The Most Precious 
Pearl

EYFS



Learning about what the Bible says about 
God…

• Showing the story alongside the 
Bible so children recognise that 
this story is found in the Bible.

• Reading the story together ‘While 
I am reading, I want you to think 
about…’



Responding to the story…
How long would you spend searching for a precious pearl?



How would you keep your pearl safe?

• Decorate your box and carefully put your pearl inside.

• Tell a friend how you will keep your pearl safe.

• Explain to them what the story teaches Christians about God.



What evidence do we have of children’s deep 
learning?

• What RE learning could we record?

• How does this link into our evidence base for Foundation Stage profile?

• How is RE part of the broad and balanced curriculum?



Time management and focus group working

• In the first half term start with a whole class input with a single focus 
group work while the others take part in free flow

• Term two we add a second RE independent activity.

• Term three we move to two independent activities and one focus group 
that the children rotate through. 





Some ideas for 
teaching substantive 

knowledge in Key Stage 
One…



How do Muslim families welcome a new 

baby?

• New babies often get a message at 

the very beginning of their lives to 

welcome them into the world and into 

belonging to the Muslim religion.

• I wonder, what do you think this man 

is whispering into his new baby’s ear?







Hajj Matrix





Investigating Artefacts

• Invest in a wide range of resources 
that don’t all ‘look’ the same

• Use websites such as ebay to 
purchase authentic artefacts that real 
‘livers’ of religion use.

• Don’t be afraid for children to be 
‘hands on’ with the artefacts…most 
‘livers’ of religion would see these as 
teaching tools.



Using artefact sheets…



Investigating places of worship

• Thinking of big questions

• Looking for signs and symbol

• Show a diverse range of places of 
worship and ensure that not all of 
them look traditional.

• Remember to use technical 
vocabulary such as ‘traditional’ and 
‘modern’.



Considering the emotions behind each 

event…



Nativity Storytelling…



What are the different areas of the Mosque?







Vocabulary and stem sentences…

• Some Muslims believe…

• Most Muslims pray…

• Some Muslims worship in the ….

• Some Mosques are…



Capturing 

pupil 

voice





How do we know what children already 
know?

• Benchmarking the children’s 
knowledge at the start of a unit 
can be really helpful in identifying 
common gaps and structuring the 
knowledge that we want children 
acquire by the end of the unit.

• What are the pros and cons?



Retrieval Practice 

• This research has been a huge influence 
on our school.

• We felt that this linked well with our 
worldcviews approach and we created 
our won sticky knowledge quiz 
techniques.

• A helpful text for further reading might 
be ‘Pupil Book Study – An Evidence 
Informed Guide to Help Quality Assure 
The Curriculum’. (Alex Bedford)







What is all this talk about sticky knowledge?

Before we plan our units, we must 
consider the following things:

• Which knowledge we want the 
children to retain and apply.

• What key vocabulary do we want 
them to use and remember?

• How will we help children to revisit 
knowledge and apply this to other 
concepts that they study?



Who is Jewish and how 
do they live? 



Sticky Knowledge Quiz



Can you remind me of what this is?



What can you tell me about these places and 
artefact?

Synagogue 

Torah



Can you remember why these things were 
special to Jewish people?



What is this prayer called and why is it 
important?

“Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one. Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul 

and with all your strength.”



What is in the bag? Can you guess which 
festival these artefacts are from?

Shabbat



What can you tell me about Shabbat?



How do Jews greet each other at Shabbat?

Shabbat Shalom



What can you tell me about these scrolls?  What do you 
think they are?



What might a Jewish person learn from the 
story of David and Goliath?



Can you remind me of what this festival is?



What can you remember about the 
Chanukah story?



Chanukah Lights – lets remind ourselves of 
the story…



Do you know what this is?



What else do Jewish people do at Chanukah?



What one thing do you think would be really 
important for Jewish people at Chanukah?





How are we assessing 
overall learning in RE?





How do we make it manageable and purposeful? 

• We should be collecting data for a reason.

• We do not need data for data sake!

• Any assessments should inform us of the new knowledge that children have and 
how we are going to help them to move forward.

• Data should not just look pretty on a page, it should be used to inform next steps.

• Assessment in RE is not just for church schools.



Which tools do we need to make a 
judgement?

• Floor books/scrapbooks

• Quote books for KS1 and Foundation

• Book look sheets

• Marking feedback from the children

• In class discussions

• Our own knowledge of our children
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