Telling the Sacred Story: creative story telling in RE
“Tell me the facts and I’ll learn. Tell me the truth and I’ll believe. Tell me a story and it will live in my heart forever.”

· Drama & Role-play – e.g. The Good Samaritan (freeze frames, conscience alley)
·  Godly Play – gentle, reflective storytelling (The Good Shepherd)
·  Story Bags – tactile props (Jonah and the Whale)
· Art & Visuals – storyboards, comic strips (Feeding of the 5,000)
· Music & Soundscapes – build atmosphere (Jesus calms the storm
· 
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The Good Samaritan Luke 10 25-37
Wherever Jesus went, people would come to hear Him talk about God. They loved to hear Him tell parables. Parables were stories that helped people understand important lessons.
Once, a man who was an expert in the Law of God asked Jesus, “Teacher, what must I do to live forever?”
Jesus knew that man was an expert in God’s Old Testament Laws. He asked the man what the Old Testament Law said that a person must do to live forever.
The man’s answer was, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and, Love your neighbour as yourself.”
Jesus told the man that he was right. That was the greatest commandment. That is the way to live forever.
Then the man asked about loving your neighbour as yourself. Did he have to love all of his neighbours or just those who lived close by? He asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbour?”
Instead of telling him the answer, Jesus told him a parable. This is the parable:
A man was travelling by himself from Jerusalem to the town of Jericho. While he was on the road, some robbers attacked him. They beat him up and took everything he had – even his clothes! The man was left all alone on the road. He waited and waited for someone to come by and help him.
A priest came walking by on the road. Priests were God’s helpers in the temple. They knew how to worship God. They knew all of the rules of God. Do you think the priest helped the man? No, the priest went to the other side of the road and passed right by the man without help.
Next, a Levite came along the road. Levites knew all of God’s laws. They were good Jews. Do you think the Levite stopped and helped the man? No, the Levite looked at the man, then crossed the road and walked past him.
Finally, a man from Samaria came along the road. The Jews did not like Samaritans. Everybody thought that the Samaritans would never help anybody. But this Samaritan was good. He saw the man on the road, and he stopped to help. He put oil and wine on the man’s wounds. Oil and wine were used for medicine in those times. Then he lifted the man onto his donkey and took him to a nearby inn. He took care of the man all night to make sure he was going to be well.
The next morning, the Samaritan had to leave to continue on his journey. He wanted to make sure that the injured man was taken care of, so he gave money to the innkeeper. He gave him enough money so that the man could stay at the inn for two months! He even told the innkeeper that he would return the next time he was travelling and pay more if the man was still sick.
Everyone was very surprised to hear this parable. When Jesus was finished, He asked the expert in the Law of God a question, “Three men went on the road that day: the priest, the Levite and the Samaritan. Which of these men do you think was a neighbour to the man who was beaten and robbed?”
What do you think the expert in the Law of God answered? That’s right, the Samaritan was a neighbour. Helping anyone who needs help is being the kind of neighbour that God wants. We don’t even have to know the person. We should help them just because they need help.
God has compassion for people in need, and He wants to help them. We can help others just like the Samaritan did and remember if God has compassion on people in need, so should we.



Godly Play script: Parable of the Good Shepherd John 10

One day Jesus told his disciples a story.
(place the story telling sheet on the floor)
This is a sheep pen, to keep the sheep safe.  (set up the pen).

Here is the shepherd, look at him, he enters through the gate.  The sheep listen to him, they know his voice.  He calls them all by their names, he knows them and they know him.  Because of this, they trust him, they follow him. 
(add the shepherd to the pen and make the sheep face towards him)

Anyone who does not come in through the gate is a thief or a robber.  They do not care for the sheep and do not know them. The sheep will not follow them or trust them.
(turn the sheep away from the other figure)

Jesus told them, I am like the gate for the sheep and that anyone who follows me will be saved.  There will be other people who want to control the sheep, but they are just like thieves and robbers, who want to hurt the sheep, not save them or keep them safe and the sheep will not listen to them.  But I will give my sheep life, in all its fullness – the ows and the wows, the good and the bad.  If they follow me through the gate. 
(take the sheep through the gate).

I am the good shepherd, I would give my life to save my sheep from dangers and harm like wolves.
(Add a wolf)

Anyone who is not a good shepherd, would run away, as they do not care for the sheep.  
(take away other figures)

But I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as God knows me and I know God.  There may be other sheep out there that also need my protection and love.  I must bring them into the pen as well. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 
(remove the wolf)







Jonah and the Whale  Jonah 1
Once upon a time, in the land of Israel, there was a man called Jonah. God loved Jonah, because he was a good person, and He had a special plan for him.
One day, God spoke to Jonah, telling him that he wanted him to go to the city of Nineveh and tell the people who lived there to stop being wicked.
However, Jonah was very scared to go to Nineveh, as he knew the people there were not at all nice. So instead of going to Nineveh, he decided to run away. He thought he would be able to hide from God’s plan.
Instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah went in the opposite direction. He went to the harbour and found a ship going to Tarshish.
Then, as the ship sailed away, a strong wind started blowing, and the waves grew bigger and scarier.
The waves crashed and the wind howled and everyone aboard the ship was scared. The sailors all prayed to their gods for help, but this only made the storm get worse.
The sailors soon realized that someone onboard must have angered their god, so they decided to cast lots to find out who was to blame. They soon found out it was Jonah and he told them that he was running away from God’s plan.
The sailors were now very worried, so Jonah told them to throw him into the sea in order to calm the storm.
Reluctantly, the sailors threw Jonah overboard, and as soon as he hit the water, the storm calmed down.
Almost immediately, a big fish, like a whale, swam up and swallowed Jonah whole.
It was dark, smelly, and very uncomfortable inside the belly of the whale. Jonah felt sorry for disobeying God and prayed to Him for forgiveness. He also promised to do what God had told him to do.
Jonah now realised he had made a huge mistake in running away from God.
After three long days and nights inside the whale, the big fish finally spat Jonah out onto dry land.
Jonah was grateful to be alive and promised to go straight to Nineveh and deliver God’s message.
He walked through the big city of Nineveh and announced to the people there to stop doing wicked things. And amazingly, they listened!
The people of Nineveh listened to Jonah’s message and began to change their ways. They stopped being proud and arrogant, and began to be good, humble people who were kind to one another.
Once God saw the people of Nineveh had repented, He decided not to punish them.
Jonah felt a little upset, because he wanted God to punish these wicked people. However, God explained to Jonah the importance of prayer and forgivingness.
He told Jonah He is a loving and forgiving God who wants people to turn away from their wrongdoings.
Jonah learned an important lesson about listening to God and obeying His commands. He also understood that God’s love is for everyone, even those people who make mistakes.




Feeding of the 5000 Mark chapter 6 verses 31–44
31 Then Jesus said, “Let’s go to a place where we can be alone and get some
rest.” 32 They left in a boat for a place where they could be alone. 33 But
many people saw them leave and figured out where they were going. So
people from every town ran on ahead and got there first.
34 When Jesus got out of the boat, he saw the large crowd that was like
sheep without a shepherd. He felt sorry for the people and started teaching
them many things.
35 That evening the disciples came to Jesus and said, “This place is like a
desert, and it is already late. 36 Let the crowds leave, so they can go to the
farms and villages near here and buy something to eat.”
37 Jesus replied, “You give them something to eat.”
But they asked him, “Don’t you know that it would take almost a year’s
wages to buy all of these people something to eat?”
38 Then Jesus said, “How much bread do you have? Go and see!”
They found out and answered, “We have five small loaves of bread and two
fish.” 39 Jesus told his disciples to have the people sit down on the green
grass. 40 They sat down in groups of a hundred and groups of fifty.
41 Jesus took the five loaves and the two fish. He looked up toward heaven
and blessed the food. Then he broke the bread and handed it to his
disciples to give to the people. He also divided the two fish, so that
everyone could have some.
Today’s story takes place by lake Galilee, at a time when Jesus was busily
travelling around teaching and healing people. He was ready to have a rest!
42 After everyone had eaten all they wanted, 43 Jesus' disciples picked up
twelve large baskets of leftover bread and fish.
44 There were five thousand men who ate the food.






The Story of Jesus Calming the Sea of Galilee  Mark 4 35-41
One night after a long day of preaching to the people, Jesus decided to get into a fishing boat with his disciples and go across a sea to the other side. Leaving the crowd behind, Jesus and his friends got into the boat. When they had sailed to the middle of the sea, a storm began to kick up waves.  The boat rocked back and forth and up and down over the waves. The storm grew stronger and more furious. 
Jesus had fallen asleep almost as soon as the boat left the shore. Even though the sea was tossing the boat around, he was still asleep. But his disciples were beginning to get really afraid.  They tried lowering the sail and throwing out the anchor, but nothing worked. . They bailed out the water, but still the storm raged. The boat was close to sinking. 
Finally, they couldn’t stand it any longer. Jesus was still sound asleep, so they woke him up. They said, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 
With that, Jesus stood up in the boat and shouted out, “Quiet! Be still!”  The storm died down, the waves grew calm, and the boat Jesus was on stopped sinking.
Jesus looked at his disciples, who were now soaking wet and shaking with fear. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Didn’t you believe that I would take care of you?”
The disciples were no longer afraid, but they were amazed. They turned to each other and asked, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”


Luke 15
The Parable of the Lost Sheep
15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.








David and Goliath    1 Samuel 17
God’s people, the Israelites, were getting ready to fight an enemy army. David’s brothers were soldiers in Israel’s army. They were camped with King Saul and the other soldiers on a hill. The enemy army was on another hill across the valley.
The enemy army had a soldier named Goliath. Goliath was very big, very strong, and very tall. He was a giant! Every day Goliath would shout mean things at King Saul and the Israelites. Then he would say, “Choose someone to come and fight me. If he wins, we will serve you. If I win, you must serve us.”
King Saul and his men were afraid. They were used to fighting together. And Goliath was so big that no one wanted to fight Goliath by himself.
One day, David came to the camp to bring his brothers some food. David heard the giant yelling. David was very angry because of all the mean things Goliath was saying about God and the Israelites. David couldn’t understand why no one would fight Goliath. David knew that God was stronger than the giant. And David knew God would help the Israelites win.
One of the soldiers told King Saul what David was saying. So King Saul sent for David. When David arrived, he told King Saul, “I will fight Goliath.”
King Saul said, “You can’t do that. You’re just a boy.”
But David answered, “When I was taking care of my father’s sheep, I had to kill a lion and a bear. I know that the Lord who helped me protect my sheep from lions and bears will help me fight the giant.”
Saul wanted David to wear the king’s armour and use his sword. But when David tried to walk around with all those things on, he said, “I can’t fight in these!” And he took them off.
So King Saul said, “Go, and the Lord be with you.” Then David went and found five smooth stones to use with his sling. Now he was ready to fight the giant!
When Goliath saw David, Goliath got angry! He thought the strongest and biggest soldier in King Saul’s army would come out to fight him. But this person was just a young man. He didn’t have a sword. He didn’t have a spear. He didn’t have a shield. He didn’t have anything—except a sling! So Goliath yelled, “Come here, and I will kill you!”
As the giant came closer, David ran toward him. David put a stone in his sling and shot it at the giant. The stone struck Goliath in the forehead. Goliath fell and died.
When the enemy army saw what happened, they were afraid and started to run away. King Saul and his army chased after the enemy army and killed them.
David trusted God to help him, and God used David to help save the Israelites from the enemy army.
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