
The importance of 
local learning in RE



Outline 

➢Setting the scene and the journey to get to locality 
units within an Agreed Syllabus

➢Process of writing unit 

➢Examples

➢Time to start planning/where could you start looking 

for case study examples in your local area 



Religion and Worldviews approach

Agreed Syllabus
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Main syllabus 
document

Locality units

Additional 
documents

https://www.supportservicesforeducation.co.uk/Page/35188


Key features

➢Religion and Worldviews Approach

➢Multi-disciplinary

➢6 concepts

➢Enquiry questions

➢Depth not breadth

➢Locality units



3 elements...



Concepts



Locality units

People

Journeys of the Somer People

Water

Spirituality

History

Landscape

Social injustice





Process

Spirituality in 
Glastonbury

Sociology and theology
Place and time
Meaning and 
purpose



Process of creating 
Lesson Objective

1-2
What is Goddess worship 

and it’s history? 

To explain what Goddess worship is and 

how it became a religious belief system.

3

Why is Glastonbury 

considered a spiritual and 

sacred place? 

To evaluate why Glastonbury is 

considered to be a sacred place? 

4-5

Who are the Goddesses 

associated with Glastonbury 

and how do people express 

their belief in the Goddess?

To explain the names of the Goddesses 

and their stories as to explain how people 

express their belief in the goddesses.

5 Core Test
To assess formative learning so far this 

term. 

6

What role do sacred sites 

like Chalice Well and 

Glastonbury Tor play in 

Goddess worship?

To evaluate how sacred sites in 

Glastonbury are used in Goddess 

worship. 

7

How has Goddess worship 

influenced the culture and 

economy of Glastonbury? 

To evaluate how the culture and economy 

are influenced by Goddess worship in 

Glastonbury.

8-10

How is Goddess worship 

seen by other religious 

groups in Glastonbury? How 

does it add to Interfaith 

dialogue? 

Assessment

Enquiry Question: How 
does Goddess Worship 
shape community in 
Glastonbury?

Big Question that needs 
information to answer fully



1. How does where you live influence your worldview?

2. How might the way Hindus pray and worship differ based on 

where they live?

3. How might diversity within Hindu Dharma be shown through the 
way Hindus worship God?

4. How might different Hindus practice ahimsa?

5. How can our worldview affect the way we look after the world and 

nature?

6. What is life like for a Hindu believer in the local area?

7. Optional - Is it fair to expect and assume that someone will share 

their worldview and beliefs to help others?

Year 3 - Lesson Overview



Lesson 1 Overview - Explanation

Ganika and 
Manisha are 
Hindu. They are 
10 years old, they 
live with their mum 
and dad and go to 
their local school.



Lesson 1 Overview - Explanation

1. Hobbies 
(Manisha     
speaks first)

2. Games   

   (Ganika speaks 
    first)

3. Teddies  
    (Manisha     
    speaks first)

4. School    

   (Ganika speaks 
    first)

Let's find out a bit about them...



Lesson 1 Overview - Application

What did we find out about Ganika and Manisha?

Did anything surprise you?

What questions do you want to ask them?

In pairs, write down any questions you have.



Listen to Ganika, Manisha and Aadesh talk about their connection to God. 

Connection to God 
(Ganika speaks first)

Lesson 3 Highlight - Explanation

Connection to God



Listen to the children talk again and write a sentence or two 
about how they worship God.

Ganika Manisha Aadesh

Ganika... Manisha... Aadesh...

Lesson 3 Highlight - Application



Hindus worship God in different ways because...

Hindus worship God in different ways, but...

Hindus worship God in different ways, so...

Lesson 3 Highlight - Application



1.    What does the word ‘submission’ mean to Muslims? 

2. How is submission expressed at a Mosque near me? 

3. How does being part of a Mosque help many Muslims to follow God? 

4. How do different local people live out their faith?

5. How can submission to God be seen in the actions of Muslims and 
Muslim charities?

6. How might a Muslim show submission to God? Are words more 
important than actions?

7. Assessment and reflection 

Yea 4 unit - Overview



Yeovil Islamic Centre       Click on a room to explore

What is in the 
Mosque and why?



Ablution room for women

Why is this here?
Women have their own entrance to the Mosque and can 
prepare for prayer in their own room. 

There are washing facilities upstairs near to the prayer 
rooms. There is also a kitchen. 

Women can perform wudu rituals in private. 

It is a safe place for women to wash. 

Back to 

Mosque 

map



Prayer room for women

Why is this here?

There is a prayer room upstairs for women to use.

There is a speaker so that they can hear the prayer 
and talk in the main hall. There are patterns on the 
carpet showing which way to face when praying. 

Back to 

Mosque 

map

The windows have 
patterns of writing 
(calligraphy) showing the 
99 names of God. 



Mosque

What rituals are performed and why?



Mosques near me?

Taunton 

Mosque

Yeovil Islamic Centre

Glastonbury Muslim 

Community Mosque

Bridgwater 

Mosque



Lesson 4 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor of Wells, Cllr 
Louis Agabani, 651st Mayor of Wells

In an interview for us he 
has shared his thoughts 
about submission to 
God and living out his 
faith in Somerset. 

Lets explore!



What projects have this charity supported?

They have also helped here in Somerset

2014
Muslim Charity has provided house-cleaning items to flood affected families and the local community 
through the Flooding on the Levels Action Group (FLAG) in Bridgewater, Somerset. The assistance provided is 
part of Muslim Charity’s efforts to help local support groups and institutions to meet the needs of flood 
affected people in the first phase of rehabilitation.

Dr Shaheen Chaudhry who serves as the High Sheriff of the neighbouring City and County of Bristol 
emphasised the need of solidarity, compassion and helping the flood affected communities by commenting, 
“what goes with our faith is to help others, to respond and show compassion when people need it and I’m 
glad we can do it.”

The UK Director of Muslim Charity, Maroof Pirzada, commented, “At Muslim 
Charity we believe in the alleviation of the sufferings of people and today we 
stand shoulder to shoulder with those who have been affected by the floods.”



Goddess worship
Where did it begin? 

• Using information from the video and the 
timeline in your booklet, create a mind map of 
what you can understand about goddess 
worship.

• Share with the person next to you, why do you 
think goddess worship formed some of the 
earliest worship communities and belief 
systems? 



Key words and concepts

Tier 2

Feminism - belief in economic, social, 

political equality of the sexes

Spirituality – The recognition of a sense that 

there is something greater than myself. 

Tier 3

Goddess – a female God

Pagan – A person who belongs to a modern 

religion that includes beliefs and activities 

that are not from the main religions in the 

world 

Divine Feminine – Aspect of divine that 

embodies feminine energy, associated with 

creation, nurturing and compassion.

Neo-pagan –A member of a modern 

religious movement that incorporates beliefs 

or ritual practices from traditions outside 

main religions of the world. 



Starter: Introduction

Minerva is otherwise known as 

Athena. 

How does the paining reveal 

strength? 

How does the painting reveal 

her attributes?

How does the painting reveal 
any symbols? 

Battle of Minerva against Mars, 1771 by Jacques-Louise David in the 

Louvre, Paris France



Starter: Introduction

SYMBOLS

ATTRIBUTES

STRENGTH

Ravi Varma, 

Metropolitan 

Museum or Art, 

1894, Lakshmi



Re-cap

Talk with your partner next to you:

What did you find out about Athena from the 

image? 

What did you find out about Lakshmi from the 

image? 

Why do you think these images are important for 

people? 



Creation Story
Starhawk in Circle Round 

• Read the story of creation in the 
booklet.

• With a partner, can you suggest any 
similarities between this story and any 
creation stories that you know? 

• What do you think is the importance of 
dancing in the story and in creation? 



Using sources and scholars



Why is Glastonbury spiritual? 

What are the stories behind the scenes of Glastonbury? 

A

C

B

D



Why is Glastonbury Spiritual?

Once your group have fed back to each other, make some notes about what makes it a 
spiritual place. You can use the following sentence starters to help: 

The depth of its historical links to the Church makes it spiritual because…

The consistence of Glastonbury being connected with a variety of legends makes it spiritual 
because….

It’s link with neo-pagan ideas and beliefs make it spiritual because…

What makes Glastonbury a spiritual place? 



Checking

Connect the words in your book with a phrase or single words along 

the connecting line.



Who is the goddess of Glastonbury? 

What the goddess temple says about her. 

She is called the Lady of Avalon and embodies the spirit of the land. She is connected to the physical land in 

that she is represented in the very foundation of the land – the well represents her womb, the tor her femininity. 

Believers view her in the physical landscape around Glastonbury and she is worshipped there in nature. 

She is the Goddess of love, beauty, power and wisdom and has many names including Morgen le Fey. 

The sisterhood of Morgens is related to her and also to Arthurian legends.

The temple of Glastonbury is dedicated to her and includes teachings and rituals dedicated to the Lady of 

Avalon including the Flame of Avalon Ritual and the Lady of Avalon ceremony. 

She is represented in the mist, as Rhiannon, as mother and crone.

She is celebrated in rituals throughout the year as well as in the goddess conference each year in August. 



How is Goddess 
worship celebrated 
in Glastonbury? 

How is the goddess worshipped 
at the temple? 

What themes can you find in this prayer 
linked to what you know already about 
goddess worship? 

Why do you think that prayer and 
meditation are an important part of 
goddess worship? 

Prayer to the Lady of Avalon

Lady, awaken my spirit in you.

Lady, open, and expand my vision.

Lady, be in my breath,
my voice,

and all my actions in service to you today.

Lady, fill my heart with Your love.

Lady, heal my dis-ease.

Lady, bless my womb/hara of creativity,
Bless my sexuality,

And ground me in your love.

Lady, heal the people

Lady, heal our communities

Lady, heal the Earth

Lady, Bring your MotherWorld into being upon 
the Earth

Prayer to the Lady of Avalon, by Kathy Jones.



How does goddess worship enrich interfaith dialogue? 

Annotate the text in your booklets. 

Judith Plaskow and 

Carol Christ have 

different views 

about the goddess 

and her importance 

in Jewish and 

Christian theology.



Assessment

How is this assessed? 

Written piece of work that uses all areas discussed to answer the question: 

Why do you think that people might continue to be drawn to goddess spirituality 
today?  

Reconnection with the divine feminine

Spiritual ecology and earth-based spirituality

Personal healing and trauma recovery

Reclaiming indigenous religions

Inclusive rituals in goddess communities

Feminist and queer spirituality often finds a home in goddess worship.



WHAT IS A PILGRIMAGE?  

Move your finger around the labyrinth in your books until it reaches the 
centre point. Discuss how you feel as you move to the centre and 
return it to the outside. 



Pilgrimage in Glastonbury

Places to visit

• The Abbey – tour and understanding of life in the 1500’s. Pupils consider what 
made Glastonbury special at that time? Why did pilgrims flock to the abbey? 

• St. John the Baptist Church: Anglican – became the focal point of pilgrimage after 
the fall of the Abbey. Introduction to different denominations. 

• Mosque House Mosque in Glastonbury. Worship in the Mosque, prayer times, 
school for children, community growth and development. 

• St Margaret’s Chapel and almshouses – led by the volunteers – social justice and 
links between the past and present place of these buildings. Quiet candle 
meditation. 

• Goddess temple and high street – neo-pagan traditions and finding the feminine 
in spirituality. The wholeness of the temple and community driven workshops. 

• Looking at spiritual tourism – shops in Glastonbury.



Re-cap

Why might people come on a pilgrimage to 

Glastonbury today? 



Where could you start looking for example of case studies in 
your local area?

- Local places of worship

- Local people

- Local stories/legends (important to find references/check reliability)

- Local news stories

- Social media

- Local statues/historical monuments – what's the story? Is there a link to 

their religion/worldview?

- Once you start looking, you'll find examples everywhere!



Where could you start looking for example of case studies in 
your local area?

Place/story in local area: E.g, 
Romany funeral in Glastonbury, 

Who are Romany people? 

Community Rituals

Celebration 
of life

Belief 
systems
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