Christianity based RE Enrichment in Devon Secondary schools and beyond


Resources, suggestions and contacts

Key Stage 3

Year 7

At St Peter’s School Exeter for ten years or more and continuing we have had two lessons with a Big Questions or Philosophy topic, each lesson has a different Christian speaker just taking questions from students, it has been very successful and continues each year.

Exeter Ice Trust https://icetrust.co.uk/secondary-schools/  have recorded some videos:
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMVzYqJcG7RdSdKimo77kJ0rSgNnTy_wy&si=5usJ2dpzRSdBpzxc 

Visitors invited to give their understanding of Jesus and take questions from students.

For Cullompton Community College visits to a set of 6 Year 7 RE classes on ‘Christian Practices,’ This
included short PowerPoint presentations and clips from a range of church leaders
or church youth leaders eg Anglican, Baptist, Catholic to illustrate basic
differences in worship, (liturgical and non liturgical) communion, baptism, prayer,
use of the bible, mission, community action etc., followed by Q and A from
students which was very probing and always is. CCC has School Pastors from a range of denominations locally which is excellent and they also have been involved in the lessons and are also on site
regularly which is brilliant.

I have now got a video about Christian Practices from the Catholic Priest of
Cullompton and Tiverton and am in the process of getting clips from him for all
Christianity based topics for RE for KS3 and KS4.

Canon Kristian Paver JCL
Chancellor and Judicial Vicar of the Diocese of Plymouth
Parish Priest of the Parish of St James, Tiverton, and St Boniface, Cullompton
https://youtu.be/ite7DnFdYVM?is=qWm6tZrfLLb8pWvv


Year 8
For Year 8 at CCC we did a lesson for all 6 classes on ‘why did Jesus have to die?’ This
included a Bible Project clip on sacrifice and atonement
https://bibleproject.com/videos/sacrifice-and-atonement/ and some drama role
play from Understanding Christianity Salvation
https://understandingchristianity.org.uk/  and a focus on key words using biblical
quotes. Also, a story from a local leader about how they came to faith. Q and A at the end.

Year 9
For Year 9 at CCC our focus was Social Justice and Inspirational people and Compassion
UK was the charity supported and represented a lot by Cullompton Christians
providing the examples of both. https://www.compassionuk.org/ This lesson
included an introduction to the work of Compassion UK from a representative who
lives in Cullompton and a focus on inspirational people who benefited from
Compassion or have supported it, also from Cullompton churches.

A Trip investigating two contrasting churches eg RC Sacred Heart, South St Exeter and
Rediscover Elim Pentecostal Church (then) Northernhay St Exeter, plus place of worship
of the second religion, in preparation for GCSE RS. At St Peter’s we did this in late June in year 8 each year as our GCSE RS started in Yr 9 so I recommend doing a church crawl the summer term before starting the GCSE. Rediscover church had an introduction at the start of beliefs and practices then had small groups rotating around their live streaming studio, 24/7 prayer room, baptism communion and worship style etc, the Sacred Heart Catholic Church had a Mass at 10 am in which students observed liturgical worship, then artifacts and robes etc and communion and baptism and mission and outreach were explained etc.


In the pipeline: Key Stage 3 Church crawl around 4 different churches around
Cullompton. Anglican, Catholic, Baptist and Brethren Churches. Also, a similar venture for Uffculme and Crediton.



Key Stage 4 RE both exam and non exam

In the pipeline: Key Stage 4 Enrichment on Religion and Life, Religion Peace and
Conflict and Religion Crime and Punishment, Religion and relationships and families.
GCSE AQA Syllabus A Religious Studies at Uffculme School and Q E Crediton

Christian Beliefs Teachings and Practices
At St Peter’s for since the new RS GCSE syllabus came out, so a good 10 years and continuing, range of Christian visitors to 4 RE lessons per class eg Orthodox Catholic Anglican
Pentecostal to briefly introduce their particular beliefs teachings and practices and then
take questions. Or a range of visitors in one lesson on one topic eg worship or baptism
or communion and questions.

I have now got a video about Christian Practices from the Catholic Priest of
Cullompton and Tiverton and am in the process of getting clips from him for all
Christianity based topics for RE for KS3 and KS4.
Canon Kristian Paver JCL
Chancellor and Judicial Vicar of the Diocese of Plymouth
Parish Priest of the Parish of St James, Tiverton, and St Boniface, Cullompton
https://youtu.be/ite7DnFdYVM?is=qWm6tZrfLLb8pWvv Recording

A Trip investigating two contrasting churches eg RC Sacred Heart, South St Exeter and
Rediscover Elim Pentecostal Church (then) Northernhay St Exeter, plus place of worship
of the second religion. At St Peter’s, we did this in late June in year 8 each year as our GCSE RS started in Yr 9 so I recommend doing a church crawl the summer term before starting the GCSE. Rediscover church had an introduction at the start of beliefs and practices then had small groups rotating around their live streaming studio, 24/7 prayer room, baptism communion and worship style etc, the Sacred Heart Catholic Church had a Mass at 10 am which students observed then artifacts and robes etc and communion and baptism and mission and outreach were explained etc.

Street Pastors or chaplains or Foodbank or CAP or other local community action
charities explaining their work and taking questions.

We’ve had Exeter Street Pastors into lessons at St Peter’s and used clips of their work. When they have visited they have introduced the work they do with all their visual aids from the
For CCC we are making short videos of Churches Housing Action Group, YMCA chaplaincy, Keystone project Cullompton etc to be used in year 9 Social Justice/ inspirational people topic and GCSE RS Community Action and links to these can be shared here too.

Alpha or similar courses represented by someone who runs them locally in order to share the Christian faith, and other examples of mission and evangelism through the local church and questions.

Charities of ecumenical local initiatives, Open Doors or Christian Solidarity Worldwide
or Barnabas fund local representation and questions for the persecuted church. Local
representatives for Christian Aid, Representatives from Tearfund and CAFOD. Some
different experiences of Pilgrimage.
At St. Peter’s we had local representatives of Open Doors in to share stories of they’re work with the persecuted church, students seemed to find it fascinating and challenging that anyone would want to kill Christians.

From other schools eg Queen Elizabeth School Crediton: I have done a Year 11
revision lesson on Christian Practices using PowerPoint, clips, artifacts, Q and A
and exam questions.

I’m in contact with Spicelands Quakers in Uffculme and they are very keen to be involved on a number of topics and am planning to include representation from them in all schools.

I’ve spoken to two different Orthodox clergy in Exeter and will continue to try to get them into schools and or video them on various topics.



Thematic Studies
Different perspectives within Christianity or between Christianity and the other faith
studied. Schools choose 4 out of 6 themes to study.

Relationships and families
Different Church leaders or youth leaders questioned on views.
Various Christian couples questioned on their partnership and the difference faith
makes to it.
During the summer term of 2026 at Queen Elizabeth School Crediton, I facilitated a panel for year 10 on Christian views on Relationships and Families across the theological spectrum. There is an unlisted
YouTube link below for the recording of it and a PowerPoint link that was used on the two
sessions in the canteen covering all of year 10.

https://youtu.be/VhFHHPz9JmQ?is=llv4JShPlMlYXI2P  Recording

https://1drv.ms/p/c/235e874fff5b5272/IQCqgOdY-ZJhQZ5XUG-pWwECAU_sLOr3JEb1YBuhHv2vBDU PowerPoint

Religion and Life

‘Christian Perspectives and Responses to Abortion.’ 
This was done at CCC in two one hour sessions in the hall with each half of the cohort. 
I briefly introduced a general Christian perspective on the sanctity
of life and Christian beliefs about when life begins and the infinite value of all
human life, loving your neighbour, inside and outside of the womb and the need for non judgmental compassion at all times.
I stated an Anglican view in the context of a range of
denominational views. I interviewed a local retired senior nurse and there was a
presentation from Caroline White, manager of Exeter choices pregnancy centre,
Caroline@choicespregnancycentre.co.uk
https://www.choicespregnancycentre.co.uk/ This was a great example of a
supportive and non-judgemental Christian response to crisis pregnancy situations,
baby loss, and abortion, and it also supported PSHE AND SRE.

I also recommended Rephrase South West www.rephrasesw.co.uk  to the Assistant
Head and Head of RE, PSHE and SRE at CCC and PJ Livett pj@rephrasesw.co.uk delivered
sessions for all of year 10 annually. Rephrase has been pioneered by an Exeter based Christian PJ
Livett since lockdown but originated from her teenage vision to develop and deliver
healthy Relationships and Sex Education. It has become a big hit nationwide already and Rephrase has received many awards including a letter from the Queen.

 
Christian Perspectives and Responses to Euthanasia
In the planning for this term at CCC Perspectives and Christian responses to from different churches and medical staff (often retired, eg palliative care and hospice care), hospital chaplains. Hilary McKegney
is a retired palliative care and hospice care nurse hilarymckegs@gmail.com. Ann Fulton
is senior chaplain at St Margaret’s Hospice, Taunton a former teacher who is really
happy to speak in schools Ann.fulton@st-margarets-hospice.org.uk. 

Christian perspectives on the environment 
We have had Christian Environmentalists eg a Christian speaker who also works for Devon wildlife fund and Christian Environment Charities www.arocha.org.uk and representatives, also Eco church leaders.

Exeter Ice Trust https://icetrust.co.uk/secondary-schools/ have recorded some videos:
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMVzYqJcG7RdSdKimo77kJ0rSgNnTy_wy&si=5usJ2dpzRSdBpzxc 

The existence of God and revelation.
Q and A to different Christians about how they know God is real, general and special revelation
eg dreams, visions, healings, miracles, seeing Angels, gift of tongues, receiving and
giving prophetic words, revelation whilst reading scripture, how we see the bible, our
beliefs about it.


Religion Peace and conflict
Hear from Pacifists locally, eg from Quakers or Methodists or Anglican Pacifist
Fellowship. Visits from Just War Proponents eg Forces Chaplains eg Rev. Simon Talbot
former Vicar of Uffculme Willand and Kentisbeare, now army Chaplain
simon@thetalbots.org.uk . Also Sarah.Taylor@aggies.org.uk Www.aggies.org.uk  former
music and RE teacher now working with all the military Chaplains at Lympstone
Commando Royal Marines www.royalnavy.mod.uk  on pastoral support for the marines
(She can connect you with all the chaplains), Q and A for all.

Religion Crime and punishment
Invite in ex offenders like Nathan Hill nathan@enc.uk.net 07956566902 from Exeter
Network Church (Vicar Rev Bob Wallington bob@enc.uk.net) to tell their stories and
take questions. Local Christian Police eg Guy Cochran local retired Police officer
gncochran@btinternet.com. Christian Police Association www.cpauk.net
Office@cpauk.net . Prison Chaplains and representatives from prison charities like
Angel Tree for prisoner's families, Sycamore Tree on restorative Justice, both are part of Prison Fellowship 
www.Prisonfellowship.org.uk . I have just been introduced to a local Quaker Juliet Lyons who was Director of the Prison Reform Trust https://prisonreformtrust.org.uk/  from 2000-2016 (started by Elizabeth Fry 1780-1845)
Tim Hurrel also from Exeter Network Church is a leader
at Exeter Crossline TimHur1989@gmail.com . Street Pastors www.streetpastors.org
presentation and Q and A from local teams.

Nathan Hill Video filmed in Exeter for GodTV 3 minutes 30 to 14 minutes 
https://player.god.tv/2UDMwIDN 


Exeter Ice Trust https://icetrust.co.uk/secondary-schools/ have recorded a video https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMVzYqJcG7RdSdKimo77kJ0rSgNnTy_wy&si=5usJ2dpzRSdBpzxc 

Religion, Human Rights and Social Justice
Presentations from Compassion UK, https://www.compassionuk.org/contact/ 
Tearfund, https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/engage-my-church/book-a-tearfund-speaker 
CAFOD   https://cafod.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do   https://cafod.org.uk/education/for-teachers 
Christian Aid. https://www.christianaid.org.uk/site-search?search_api_fulltext=Schools#results 
Interview some church leaders about their experiences and take questions.
Presentations from Open Doors www.opendoorsuk.org  or Christian Solidarity
Worldwide www.csw.org.uk  or Barnabas fund www.barnabusaid.org  local
representation and questions about the persecuted church.
How do Christians challenge racial prejudice and discrimination?
What is a Christian’s attitude to wealth? Charity representation eg CAP www.capuk.org 
and Foodbank www.trussell.org.uk . CHAT Churches Housing Action Team Tiverton
Devon https://www.chatmid.org/ 
People trafficking charities.

A’ Level Religious Studies and towards A’Level
Grace Davie Secularisation is one of her top topics.
https://experts.exeter.ac.uk/5-grace-davie 
https://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/persons/grace-davie/ 
G.R.C.Davie@exeter.ac.uk 
Other church leaders locally doing PHDs in Theology




Other Useful Contacts organisations and offers
Understanding Christianity is a great resource for all teachers teach Christianity
Key Stages 1-3
https://understandingchristianity.org.uk/
National Association of Teachers of RE
https://natre.org.uk/
RE Hubs resources and training, source of speakers for RE and free online training
to be one. https://www.re-hubs.uk/

Latimer Blaylock National RE treasure and guru.
lat@retoday.org.uk Lat was editor of RE today mag for 20 years and meets about 3-4000
teachers of RE at his practical and inspirational training conferences each year. He
initiated and runs the annual 'Spirited arts' competition, which has attracted about 3/4
million entries from young people over the last 20 years.

Ed Pawson
National RE Guru based in Exmouth, former head of RE, former head of NATRE, former
Diocese of Exeter Chief Education Officer, really keen on this kind of RE enrichment and
always loved what I developed at St Peter’s where he was my advisor.
Educational Adviser and Consultant. Adviser to Devon, Torbay, Plymouth and S Glos
SACREs, Learn Teach Lead RE Programme Lead
efpawson@gmail.com 07895175852

Good news for everyone (formerly Gideons International)
https://goodnewsuk.com/
New Testament and Psalms, complete bibles and Discovery magazine
https://goodnewsuk.com/about-us/discover-magazine Which Lat Blaylock put together
as a collection of scriptures to go with Christianity topics in RE for years 5 and 6. 


